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Mayor Simon Boersma stopped by the Morinville McDonald’s during McHappy Day 
on May 6 to support staff, volunteers and fundraising efforts benefiting families 
through Ronald McDonald House Charities and other children’s programs.

After more than 22 years of service, Charles Lavallee 
is retiring from the Morinville Fire Department as 
Deputy Chief of Operations and Logistics. During his 
career, Lavallee helped train firefighters, responded to 
hundreds of emergency calls and witnessed significant 
growth within the department and community. 
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Residents rally behind 
McHappy Day fundraiser 

in Morinville

Deputy chief retires after 
22 years with Morinville 

Fire Department

By Shelley Winger

Residents, staff, 
volunteers and com-
munity leaders came 
together in Mor-
inville on May 6 to 
support families 
with sick and in-
jured children during 
this year’s McHap-
py Day fundraiser at 
McDonald’s.

Throughout the 
day, customers 
stopped in for meals, 
coffee and donations 
while taking part in 
one of McDonald’s 
Canada’s largest an-
nual fundraising 
campaigns in support 

of Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities 
and local children’s 
charities.

The restaurant 
remained busy 
throughout the fund-
raiser as community 
members gathered to 
show their support, 
with staff and vol-
unteers helping keep 
the event running 
throughout the day.

Morinville Mayor 
Simon Boersma was 
among those lend-
ing a hand during 
the event and later 
shared his appreci-
ation for the strong 
community turnout 
and the impact the 
fundraiser has on 
families across the 
country.

In a social media 
post following the 
fundraiser, Boersma 

described McHappy 
Day as “a great re-
minder of what com-
munity looks like.”

“I was happy to stop 
by, lend a hand, and 
see so many people 
coming together to 
support a great cause 
right here in our com-
munity,” he said.

McHappy Day has 
become a well-known 
annual fundraiser in 
communities across 
Canada, with pro-
ceeds helping families 
stay close to children 
receiving medical 
treatment away from 
home.

McDonald’s Canada 
announced this year’s 
McHappy Day raised 
more than $10.8 mil-
lion nationwide. 

Funds raised help 

By Shelley Winger

After more than 22 
years serving with 
the Morinville Fire 
Department, Deputy 
Chief of Operations 
and Logistics Charles 
Lavallee is retiring 
this spring, closing a 
chapter that shaped 
much of his adult life.

When Lavallee first 
joined the depart-
ment more than two 
decades ago, he said 

he was drawn to the 
excitement, chal-
lenge and sense of 
purpose that came 
with firefighting.

“I was intrigued by 
the challenge of doing 
something that was 
exciting, dangerous 
and rewarding,” he 
said. “I was happy to 
be a firefighter.”

At the time, he nev-
er imagined the role 
would eventually be-
come a 22-year ca-
reer that would see 
him rise through the 
ranks while raising a 
family alongside the 
demands of emer-
gency service.

“Never did I think I 

would spend 22 years 
there and retire as a 
full-time deputy chief 
and raise a family of 
three kids all at the 
same time,” he said.

During his years 
with the department, 
Lavallee witnessed 
major growth within 
both the fire depart-
ment and the com-
munity itself.

When he first 
joined, the depart-
ment consisted of ap-
proximately 30 vol-
unteer firefighters.

Today, it has grown 
to 47 members, in-
cluding four full-time 
firefighters.

The communi-
ty’s increasing pop-
ulation, traffic and 
development also 
brought a significant 
increase in emergen-
cy calls.

“We used to have 
about 225 calls per 
year. Now we are ex-
ceeding 475 calls per 
year, which puts a 
greater demand on 
our department’s 
members and equip-
ment,” he said.

Lavallee said fire-
fighting equipment 
and apparatus have 
also evolved sig-
nificantly over the 
years as the depart-
ment adapted to the 
changing needs of the 
community.

Looking back on 
his career, Laval-
lee said some of his 

Morinville Fire  
Department photo 
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Seniors’ Choral Festival returns to 
Morinville after several-year absence
By Haylee Winger

The voices of nearly 
150 singers filled St. 
Jean Baptiste Church 
on May 8 as the Se-
nior Choral Festival 
returned to Morinville 
for the first time in 
several years. 

The annual 
non-competitive and 
non-denominational 
event had been ab-
sent from the com-
munity following the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the loss of the 
church in 2021.

Choirs from across 
Central Alberta gath-
ered for the festival, 
which rotates be-
tween participating 
communities each 
year. 

Morinville pre-
viously hosted the 
32nd annual Seniors’ 

Choral Festival in 
2011 as part of the 
town’s centennial 
celebrations.

This year’s partici-
pating choirs included 
the Barrhead Versatile 
Choir, Westlock Mer-
ryMakers, Sturgeon 
Unity Singers, Bonny-
ville Tuneagers, Fort 
Assiniboine Voices 
and the Morinville 
Minstrels. 

The festival theme 
was “Love,” with 
each choir performing 
up to four selections 

throughout the 
afternoon.

Emcee Gerry Gaetz 
welcomed guests and 
performers before Si-
mon Boersma offered 
greetings on behalf 
of the Town of Morin-
ville, sharing memo-
ries of his own expe-
rience singing in choir 
during Grade 9.

Opening the perfor-
mances was the Barr-
head Versatile Choir, 
directed by Donna 
Strydhorst and ac-
companied by Brenda 

Strydhorst and Lor-
ette Borle. 

The long-running 
community choir, 
active for more than 
40 years, performed 
“Evergreen,” “You 
Light Up My Life,” 
“I’ll Never Find An-
other You,” and “My 
Love.”

The Westlock Mer-
ryMakers, directed 
and accompanied by 
Evelyn Calkins, fol-
lowed with selections 
including “Annie’s 
Song,” “I Believe 
in Music,” and “My 
Heart Will Go On.” 

The Sturgeon Uni-
ty Singers, under the 
direction of Cheryl 
Balaya and accompa-
nied by Judy Loewen, 
entertained the au-
dience with “I Want 
to Hold Your Hand” 
and “When Will I Be 
Loved,” showcasing a 
repertoire that blends 
sacred and secular 
music.

The Bonnyville Tun-
eagers, directed by 
Sharon Sharun with 
accompanists Linda 

Klinger and Linda 
Fewchuk, performed 
“Can’t Buy Me Love,” 
“Can’t Help Falling in 
Love,” “Dream a Lit-
tle Dream of Me,” and 
“Take Up the Song.”

Fort Assiniboine 
Voices, an a cappella 
choir directed by Hed-
wig Betz, presented 
vocal-only perfor-
mances of “Galija,” 
“ G r e e n s l e e v e s , ” 
“Love Me Tender,” 
and “The Heartbeat of 
the Sea.”

Closing the after-
noon was the Mor-
inville Minstrels, di-
rected by Carol Kaup 
and accompanied by 
pianist Jean Storey. 

Their set includ-
ed “The Rose,” “A 
Little Peace,” “I Just 
Called to Say I Love 
You,” and “When I’m 
Sixty-Four.” 

The choir is well 
known in the commu-
nity for performances 
at local events, care 
homes and seasonal 

celebrations, includ-
ing the Morinville Lite 
Up the Park Festival.

Throughout the af-
ternoon, many audi-
ence members sang 
along quietly and 
reflected on memo-
ries connected to the 
music.

Organizers and at-
tendees expressed 
appreciation for see-
ing the festival return 
to Morinville once 
again.

Gaetz described the 
festival as the begin-
ning of many future 
celebrations in the 
community. Thanks 
were extended to the 
Morinville Seniors' 
Rendez Vous Cen-
tre, St. Jean Baptiste 
Church and the Town 
of Morinville for sup-
porting the event. 

The festival will 
move to Bonnyville 
next year as part of 
its annual rotation 
among participating 
communities.

Lucie Roy photos

The Sturgeon Unity Singers.  
Mayor of Morinville Simon Boersma brought greetings 
from the Town and spoke briefly on how he had once 
been in a choir. Looking on is emcee Gerry Gaetz.

The Westlock MerryMakers 

Health Link 811 
expands access  

PCA release

Albertans look-
ing for non-urgent 
health advice or in-
formation now have 
more flexible ways to 
connect with a nurse 
through Primary Care 
Alberta’s Health Link 
811 service. 

Patients can now 
chat live online with a 
nurse, and those who 
prefer to speak with 
a nurse by phone can 
request a callback 
through primarycar-
ealberta.ca.

These new options 

make accessing trust-
ed health advice more 
accessible and conve-
nient, especially for 
patients who prefer 
using technology or 
want to avoid waiting 
on the phone.

“People want re-
liable health advice 
in ways that fit their 
lives,” says Kim Sim-
monds, CEO for Pri-
mary Care Alberta. 

“By offering online 
chats and callbacks, 
we’re removing bar-
riers and giving pa-
tients more control 
over how and when 

they connect in with 
us about their health 
concerns.”

To get started, pa-
tients open the new 
Contact Health Link 
widget on the pri-
marycarealberta.ca 
home screen.

They then choose 
Health Informa-
tion Chat or Nurse 
Callback.

•	Health Informa-
tion Chat - Connects 
patients in real time 
with a health infor-
mation nurse Mon-
day to Friday from 
8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 

via computer, tab-
let or mobile device, 
where they can ask 
questions about im-
munizations, medi-
cations, symptoms, 
healthcare coverage 
and finding a family 
doctor. 

On May 20, 2026, 
Health Information 
Chat will be extended 
to seven days a week 
and available from 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m.

•	Nurse Callback - 
Patients do not need 
to remain on hold and 
can continue their 
day while waiting for 
a registered nurse to 
call them back when 
it is their turn in the 
queue.

Health Information 

Chat and Nurse Call-
back are intended for 
non urgent or emer-
gency patients. 

If a patient’s con-
cerns are urgent or 
emergent, they should 
call a different service 
(e.g., Poison Control 
Centre), visit an ur-
gent care centre, call 
911 or go to an emer-
gency department.

Health Link 811 re-
ceived more than one 
million calls in 2025. 

To start using the 
new Health Link 811 
tools, visit primaryca-
realberta.ca

Primary Care Alber-
ta is a made-in-Al-
berta solution to im-
prove access to the 
primary care services 

Albertans rely on. 
By delivering co-

ordinated services, 
Primary Care Alber-
ta enables healthcare 
providers to do what 
they do best - care for 
Albertans. 

We meet Albertans 
wherever they live, 
work, play and learn, 
promoting preven-
tion, supporting life-
long health journeys, 
and serving as a vital 
entry point to a com-
plex network of care.  

Together, we are 
creating a future 
where compassion-
ate, timely and ef-
fective healthcare is 
available to every Al-
bertan at every stage 
of life. 
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Bike rodeo helps young riders build 
confidence and safetyskills

By Haylee Winger

Students at Four 
Winds Public School 
are preparing to 
take the stage as the 
school’s Grades 7–9 
Performing Arts pro-
gram presents The 
Little Mermaid Jr. lat-
er this month.

After months of re-
hearsals and prepa-
ration beginning in 
December, students 
are ready to share 
their work with the 
community through 
three public perfor-
mances at the Morin-
ville Community Cul-
tural Centre:

•	 Tuesday, May 27 
at 1:00 p.m. (matinee 
performance)

•	 Tuesday, May 27 
at 7:00 p.m.

•	 Wednesday, May 
28 at 7:00 p.m.

The production 
runs approximately 
one hour.

The musical tells 
the story of Ariel, a 
young mermaid fas-
cinated by the hu-
man world above 
the sea. Hoping to 
follow her dreams 
and win the heart 
of Prince Eric, Ariel 
makes a life-chang-
ing deal with the sea 
witch Ursula. Along 
the way, the story 
explores themes of 
courage, friendship, 
and self-discovery 
through music, hu-
mour, and adventure.

School organizers 

say the production 
has given students an 
opportunity to devel-
op their performance 
skills while working 
together as a cast and 
crew. 

From acting and 
singing to stage 
preparation and cho-
reography, students 
have spent months 
bringing the produc-
tion to life.

The performances 
are open to the pub-
lic, and community 
members are invit-
ed to come out and 
support local student 
talent.

Tickets are avail-
able through the Four 
Winds Public School 
website or online at:

w w w . s t u -
dentquickpay.com/
sturgeon/MyAccount/
Main.aspx.

By Shelley Winger

Rows of orange py-
lons, excited young 
riders and plenty of 
encouragement filled 
theMorinville Leisure 
Centre on May 7 as 
children took part in 
the 2026 Bike Rodeo, a 
free community event 
focused on bicycle 
safety, confidence 
and active living.

Hosted by Mor-
inville Community 
Safety Services and 
presented by Wolf 
Midstream, the event 
welcomed children 
ages five to 12 for an 
evening designed to 
help young cyclists 
prepare for a safe and 
active summer riding 
season.

Throughout the 
evening, participants 

worked their way 
through riding cours-
es and skill stations 
that challenged them 
to practice balance, 
control and safe rid-
ing techniques.

Young riders navi-
gated obstacle cours-
es while volunteers 
and organizers of-
fered guidance and 
encouragement along 
the way.

The event also gave 

children an opportu-
nity to interact with 
community safe-
ty and enforcement 
members in a positive 
and engaging envi-
ronment outside of 
emergency situations 
or enforcement-re-
lated encounters.

Children were en-
couraged to practice 
important habits such 
as hand signals, stop-
ping safely, watching 

for obstacles and 
maintaining control 
while riding through 
the various stations. 
Organizers and vol-
unteers worked 
closely with partic-
ipants throughout 
the evening, helping 
younger riders build 
confidence while re-
inforcing the impor-
tance of safe riding 
practices in neigh-
bourhoods, parks and 
around roadways.

The Bike Rodeo was 
also aimed at pro-
moting healthy out-
door activity ahead of 
the summer season, 
encouraging children 
and families to stay 
active while learning 
skills that can help 

prevent injuries and 
accidents. Events like 
the rodeo continue 
to provide commu-
nities with an op-
portunity to combine 
recreation, education 
and safety awareness 
in a family-friendly 
setting.

Families gath-
ered throughout the 
evening to cheer on 
participants as rid-
ers tested their skills 
through a variety of 

activities aimed at 
improving awareness, 
coordination and 
overall bicycle safety. 
Organizers said the 
event was designed 
to make learning im-
portant safety habits 
both fun and accessi-
ble for local children.

In addition to learn-
ing important safety 
skills, participants 
were treated to prizes, 

A young participant flashes a smile while taking part in 
the 2026 Bike Rodeo at the Morinville Leisure Centre 
on May 7. The free event helped children build bicycle 
safety skills and confidence through a series of riding 
stations and obstacle courses.

Young riders make their way through a cone course during the 2026 Bike Rodeo held 
at the Morinville Leisure Centre on May 7. The event focused on teaching bicycle 
safety, control and confidence-building skills ahead of the summer riding season.

Town of Morinville photos

Four Winds Public School to 
present The Little Mermaid Jr.

Continued on page 7
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Equipment Operator
 & Labourer

Legal Alfalfa Products Ltd

  To apply email marty@alfatec.ca 
or call/text Marty (780-905-6985) 

Share YOUR Voice. We’re listening

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Land Use Bylaw Amendment - Bylaw 8/2026

Advance registration to speak in-person is encouraged; however,
individuals may also sign up on the public hearing sign-up sheet prior
to the start of the hearing. Written submissions and registration to
speak by video conference must be submitted by 4 p.m., May 25,
2026, to ensure you receive instructions to access the video
conference; to do so, email legislativeofficer@morinville.ca. A copy of
the report relating to the Bylaw can be found by visiting
www.morinville.ca/councilcalendar and selecting the link to the May
12, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council. 

May 26, 2026 at 4 p.m.
Council Chambers, Morinville Civic Hall: 2nd floor, 10125 100 Avenue

Need More Information? Contact Planning & Economic
Development: 780-939-7635 or planning@morinville.ca.

About the Public Hearing:
Land Use Bylaw Amendment
8/2026 proposes to redistrict
approximately 1.530 ha of land
with the short legal description
4;25;56;3;SW from Residential
Mixed Form (R‑X) District to
Public and Private Services
(PS) District to allow for
community‑oriented services
and institutional‑style uses. This
proposal aligns with higher‑level
plans.
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The Sturgeon Hockey Club (SHC) will hold its Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) on Wednesday, May 21, 2026, at 
7:00 p.m. at the Morinville Community Cultural  
Centre. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 

The AGM will include a vote on two proposed Special 
Resolutions to amend the club’s bylaws. The proposed 
amendments include:

•	 The creation of a paid, non voting Manager 
of Administration & Communications position, 
consolidating several administrative and 
communications roles.

•	 The addition of a volunteer, non voting Social Media 
Director position to support club communications.

These proposals are intended to improve operational 
efficiency and enhance communication within the 
association. Full details of the proposed bylaw 
amendments have been provided to members in advance 
of the meeting in accordance with club bylaws and the 
Alberta Societies Act.

Advance registration is required to attend. The deadline  
        to register is May 11, 2026. Only members in  
                 good standing are eligible to attend.  
                          To complete the registration, please see the  
                                    website at: sturgeonhockeyclub.com  
                                                  for details. 

Sturgeon Hockey Club  
to Hold AGM May 21

Residents urged to compare energy rates before renewing
By Valerie Winger

Every year, thou-
sands of local home-
owners receive en-
ergy renewal notices 
in the mail and auto-
matically sign them 
without shopping 
around. Many are 
unknowingly lock-
ing themselves into 
higher rates for years.

But Alberta res-
idents have more 
power than they 
realize.

A free, easy-to-use 
online tool is help-
ing homeowners in 
Alberta find signifi-
cantly better elec-
tricity and natural gas 
deals –often saving 
hundreds of dollars 
per year.

One local resident 
recently received a 
5-year renewal offer 
with electricity priced 
at 10.25 cents per 
kilowatt-hour. 

Using the free com-
parison tool, they 
discovered multiple 
better options, in-
cluding 2-year plans 
with electricity rates 
around 7.47 ¢/kWh 

and competitive nat-
ural gas rates.

Free tool empowers 
residents

The Utilities Con-
sumer Advocate Cost 
Comparison Tool, 
available at ucahelps.
alberta.ca/cost-com-
parison-tool, allows 
anyone to compare 
real-time offers from 

dozens of licensed 
energy retailers.

Users simply en-
ter their postal code, 
choose their usage 
level, and the tool 
instantly shows per-
sonalized estimated 
monthly bills, rates, 
and contract terms.

“Many people think 
the renewal offer 
from their current 

provider is their only 
or best option,” said a 
local energy advocate. 

“In reality, the 
competitive market 
often has much bet-
ter rates available – 
especially when your 
contract is up for re-
newal and there are 
no cancellation fees.”

Continued on page 7
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your  
Business  
or Event

ADVERTISE 

Contact 
at 780-222-2016 or email 
morinvillepress@gmail.com

A.C.Waring
& Associates Inc.

Licensed Insolvency Trustee
Trustee in Bankruptcy

First Edmonton Place, Suite 410,
10665 Jasper Ave.

Personal and Business

FREE
Consultation

1-800-463-3328
 780-424-9944

Debt/Credit Counselling 
Creditor Negotiations 

Bankruptcy Alternatives
Debt Consolidation 

Consumer Proposals 
Bankruptcy Protection

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Peaceful Meadow
MONUMENTS

QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST, PRICES YOU CAN’T BEAT

 

Town Wide
Saturday, May 23, 2026

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Garage Sale

events.morinville.ca
For details and map, scan the QR code or visit

Morinville Leisure Centre 
 Multi-Stall Community Garage Sale 

25126 SH642, Sturgeon County
Shop garage sale stalls onsite, enjoy face painting,  

food trucks and the Morinville Summer Fun Station.

Town Wide Garage Sale 
Download a map to plan your garage sale  
route and explore sales across Morinville. 

Your property taxes help support the services you rely on every day.
They fund things like bylaw enforcement, fire protection, road
maintenance and snow clearing—along with improvements to
parks, roads, bridges and drainage systems across the County.
Sturgeon County also collects a portion of your taxes on behalf of
the Government of Alberta, to help pay for important programs like
education, provincial policing and seniors’ care across the province.

Property tax notices are in the mail. For
information about property taxes and
methods of payment, scan the QR code or
visit SturgeonCounty.ca/taxes.

QUESTIONS?
 Corporate Finance & Treasury

780-939-4321
taxation@sturgeoncounty.ca
SturgeonCounty.ca/taxes

CHECK YOUR MAIL

30 TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026
THE DEADLINE FOR TAX PAYMENTS IS

Members of the Rotary Club of Mor-
inville joined local families and 
young athletes during a recent 

presentation supporting youth recre-
ation initiatives in the community. The 
club donated $1,000 to the Rivière 
Qui Barre Fun Team Soccer Associa-
tion on May 11 to help support youth 
sports and wellness programs. – Rota-
ry Club of Morinville photo 

A student in Morinville Public 
School’s Grade 2T class proudly 

holds one of the newly hatched chicks 
on May 8th during a classroom hatch-
ing project that gave students a hands-
on learning experience this spring. – 
Morinville Public School photo 
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                   780-222-2016

Paige Miedema - Silver in Graphic Design

Shayne Demchuk - Safety Award for Graphic Design

Travis Plamondon - Gold in Cabinet Making

Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities 
provide accom-
modations, meals, 
wellness supports 
and other resources 
for families trav-
elling for a child’s 
medical treatment.

According to Ron-
ald McDonald House 
Canada, two out of 

every three fami-
lies in Canada live 
outside a city with 
a children’s hospi-
tal and may need to 
travel long distanc-
es for care if a child 
becomes seriously 
ill or injured.

Across Canada, 
Ronald McDonald 
House operates 16 
houses and 21 fam-
ily room programs, 
helping tens of 

thousands of fam-
ilies each year stay 
close to children 
receiving medical 
care.

This year marked 
the 32nd McHap-
py Day campaign 
in Canada, with the 
initiative having 
raised more than 
$122 million to date 
in support of Ronald 
McDonald House 
and children’s 

charities across the 
country.

The Morinville 
fundraiser once 
again highlight-
ed the strong lo-
cal support behind 
the annual cam-
paign, with resi-
dents continuing 
to stop in through-
out the day to sup-
port families facing 
difficult medical 
circumstances.

McHappy Day
Continued from page 1

By Haylee Winger

Students from 
Morinville Com-
munity High School 
earned top results 
at this year’s Skills 
Alberta Provin-
cial Competition, 
held May 6 and 7 
at the Edmonton 
Expo Centre. A to-
tal of 11 students 

represented the 
school in a variety 
of skilled trades and 
technology cate-
gories, competing 
against approxi-
mately 700 stu-
dents from across 
Alberta. Competi-
tors included Travis 
Plamondon, Travis 
Spargo and Renze 
Wierengads in Cabi-
net Making; Teodora 
Markovic in Culinary 
Arts; Shayne Dem-
chuk, Zoe Kustra 
and Paige Miedema 
in Graphic Design; 
Rafferty Myles in IT 

Network Systems 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; 
Owen Svensrud in 
Joinery; and Eliz-
abeth Nelson and 
Weston Stevenson 
in Video Production.

MCHS added two 
more medals to its 
growing total of 41 
medals since the 
school first began 
competing in 1999. 
Shayne Demchuk 
received the Safe-
ty Award in Graphic 
Design, while Paige 
Miedema earned 
a silver medal in 
Graphic Design. 

Travis Plamondon 
captured gold in 
Cabinet Making and 
will now represent 
Team Alberta at the 
Skills Canada Na-
tional Competition 
in Toronto from May 
27 to 30. School of-
ficials also extend-
ed thanks to Skills 
coaches Greg Bout-
estein, Kyle Coxen, 
Daniel Pietraszews-
ki, Louise Sansano 
and Marc Swerda 
for their continued 
dedication and sup-
port of student 
competitors.

MCHS students shine at Skills 
Alberta Provincial Competition

Morinville Community High School photos
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Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high 
circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Redwater Review. Up to 
25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. 
Additional words: 50c/each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  
Phone: 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.BIG REACH

SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free 
in the Redwater Review. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/each. 
Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.

Auctions
FIREARMS AUCTION: June 27th: 
Ward's and Bud Haynes Auctions 
in Edmonton. Consign Now! Fire-
arms, Ammo, Optics, Accessories, 
etc. Call Brad Ward, 780-940-
8378. FirearmsAuctions.ca. 

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2026 AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Accesso-
ries, or Militaria. Collections, Es-
tates or single items. For Auction, 
or Possible Purchase: Contact us: 
1-800-694-2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or Visit us 
@ www.switzersauction.com for 
Auction Dates & Details.

Commercial Building  
For Sale 

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN FORT 
MACLEOD commercial build-
ing in Alberta's fastest-growing 
chamber region. 2,400+ sq. ft., 
rear parking, rental income poten-
tial. $339,000. MLS A2282251. 
403-393-1922. 

Employment 
Opportunities 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EQUIP-
MENT is NOW HIRING: AG 
Equipment Techs, Heavy Equip-
ment Techs - JM & App, Assistant 
Parts Managers and Shop Fore-
man. View Open Roles & Apply: 
www.rockymtn.com/careers . 
Relocation and Signing Bonus 
Offered. 

Feed and Seed
FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: Or-
ganic & conventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free 
Delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Rent
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT ALBERTA. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 400,000 
readers in the province each week. 
Choose from three packages be-
ginning at $269, $299 or $599 
to share your message in over 70 
Weekly Community Newspapers. 
Contact THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@awna.com for 
more information. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit 
www.awna.com.

For Sale
32 REGISTERED RED ANGUS 
YEARLING BULLS, quiet, easy 
calving (43-88# BW with high CE 
scores), great WW's, lots of length 
and growth.  From 6 herd sires.  
EPD's available.  Selling quality 
bulls for heifers and cows since 
1992. Cleveley Cattle Company 
780 689-2754.
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 5’ aver-
age $50. Installation ONLY $19. 
Includes: hole augered, Wurzel 
Dip enzyme injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. Minimum 
order 25. One-time fuel charge: 

$150 - 300. Crystal Springs. | 
403-820-0961. Quality guaran-
teed. albertasprucetrees.com.

Heavy Equipment  
For Sale 

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with a 
classified ad. Only $269/wk (based 
on 25 words or less). Reach 75 
weekly newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classifieds@awna.
com.

Health
TRADITIONAL FOOT REFLEX-
OLOGY Now offered at Haven 
Holistic Health Clinic in Morinville, 
Alberta TO BOOK a Reflexology 
session with Janet Gordon, Certi-
fied Reflexologist visit: havenclinic-
morinville.com.

Services 
PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca. 

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VILLA: 
Executive villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake views, just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation in 
Canada's warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Doug 306-716-2671 or visit 
osoyooslakevilla.com. 

I PAY CA$H!! I PAY CA$H!! 

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust, 
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything made 
of gold or silver! 

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,  
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything  
made of gold or silver! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

CASH  
FOR  
GOLD!

CALL OR TexT NOW! PH: 825-365-8557

Buying Jewelry, Old Gold, Broken Gold, 
Silver & Gold Coins, Bars, Bullion, 
Nuggets, and anything Gold or Silver

Buying Jewelry, Old Gold, Broken Gold, 
Silver & Gold Coins, Bars, Bullion, 
Nuggets, and anything Gold or Silver

Mobile Gold Buyer  
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 

CALL OR TexT NOW! PH: 825-365-8557

Mobile Gold Buyer  
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 

CASH  
FOR  
GOLD!

CASH  
FOR COINS

CASH  
FOR COINS

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, 
FRanklin Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, 

ColleCtoR’s Coins, nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, 
old Coins, old $, gold Coins, silveR Coins, 

baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, steRling silveR 
& entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, FRanklin 
Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, ColleCtoR’s Coins, 

nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, old Coins, old $,  
gold Coins, silveR Coins, baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, 

steRling silveR & entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

A community safety officer watches as a young cyclist navigates 
part of the obstacle course during the 2026 Bike Rodeo at the 
Morinville Leisure Centre on May 7.

most meaningful 
moments involved 
family.

Among his proud-
est memories was 
having both of his 
sons serve on the 
department along-
side him.

“It was nice to 
see that my boys 
enjoyed the same 
things about be-
ing a firefighter as I 
did for the depart-
ment,” he said.

One of the calls 
that continues to 
stay with him was 
the devastating 
fire that destroyed 

Morinville’s histor-
ic church nearly five 
years ago.

“It was unimag-
inable to be on scene 
to try and save our 
church and not suc-
ceed,” he said.

While difficult 
calls remain un-
forgettable, La-
vallee said one of 
his greatest ac-
c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
has been helping 
train firefighters 
over the years and 
watching them be-
come successful in 
such a demanding 
profession.

He also reflect-
ed on the oppor-
tunity to leave his 

plumbing career be-
hind and step into 
the role of full-time 
deputy chief during 
the past five years.

“That was not 
something that 
crossed my mind 
when I first joined,” 
he said.

For Lavallee, be-
ing part of the de-
partment meant 
far more than sim-
ply responding to 
emergencies.

“That I have had a 
small part in keep-
ing our community 
safe over the years,” 
he said.

“Getting to know 
so many people on 
the department that 

I can call my friend.”
As retirement be-

gins, Lavallee and 
his wife are both 
looking forward to 
spending more time 
camping and watch-
ing their grandchil-
dren grow.

Still, he admits 
leaving the depart-
ment behind will 
not be easy.

“What will I miss 
about the job? The 
people on the de-
partment, the 
emergency calls. 
Pretty much ev-
erything,” he said. 
“I have enjoyed so 
much about this job 
that I never really 
looked at it as a job.”

Deputy chief retires
Continued from page 1

Simple Advice for 
Homeowners

•	 Always compare 
plans using the UCA 
tool before signing 
any renewal.

•	 Pay attention to 
the total estimated 
monthly bill, not 
just the advertised 
rate.

•	 Consider short-
er contract terms (1 
or 2 years) for more 
flexibility.

•	 Watch for ad-
min fees and daily 
charges that can add 
up.

•	 Take advantage 
of the standard 10-
day cooling-off pe-
riod after signing.

Alberta’s energy 

market is designed 
to give consumers 
choice, yet many 
households con-
tinue to overpay by 
simply accepting 
the first renewal 
letter they receive.

With energy 
costs being a major 
monthly expense, 
taking just a few 
minutes to compare 

plans can lead to 
meaningful savings 
for families across 
Alberta.

Bottom line: 
Don’t automatical-
ly renew. Check the 
Utilities Consum-
er Advocate’s free 
comparison tool 
first – it could save 
you hundreds of 
dollars this year.

Energy rates 
Continued from page 4

free hot dogs and drinks 
as part of the evening’s 
activities. Families were 

encouraged to register 
ahead of time to take 
part in the event and en-
joy the additional activ-
ities offered throughout 
the program.

Bike rodeos con-
tinue to be popular 
community events 
across Alberta as 
municipalities and 
organizations work 
to encourage helmet 

use, road aware-
ness and safe riding 
habits among young 
cyclists. The events 
also help reinforce 
confidence for new-
er riders as they 

head into the busy 
summer months.

Community sup-
port played a major 
role in the success 
of the Morinville 
event, with local 

organizations, vol-
unteers and spon-
sors helping ensure 
children had a safe 
and enjoyable expe-
rience for everyone 
involved.

Bike rodeo
Continued from page 3
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Expose your business, 

get results. Adver t ise  in  
p r in t  and  on l ine

Contact 780-222-2016 or email morinvillepress@gmail.com

robinwood68a@hotmail.com

Dr. Darren Romanowski &
Dr. Dave Yuen General Dentists

Bernice CoblerLeah Hogg

Book your appointment 
today! Have your vehicle 
looking great for summer.

CALL TODAY !

Precision Detailing
Auto detailing services
based in Morinville, AB @PrecisionDetailing_2025

*special rates for military and first responders

(780) 935-3991

780-222-2016 or email morinvillepress@gmail.com

• Advertising
• News

• Submissions
• Flyer inserts

• News tips

C O N T A C T FOR:


