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The ribbon is cut during the grand opening ceremony for Smokin’ Wands Truck 
& Car Wash’s new Morinville location, marking the expansion of the Zilinski 
family’s locally owned business.– Smokin' Wands Truck & Car Wash Photo

Lions Clubs International First Vice Presidentco Mark 
Lyon presenting a Global Leader in Humanitarian 
Service Banner to Immediate Past President Dr. 
Patti Hill.– Lucie Roy Photo
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Family roots drive success of 
Smokin’Wands expansion to Morinville

Lions gather in Grande Prairie for 10th 

Annual Multiple District C Convention

By Shelley Winger

What some may 
mistake for a large 
corporate operation 
is, in fact, a proudly 
local family business 
built on hard work, 
community values 
and deep agricultural 
roots.

Smokin’ Wands 
Truck & Car Wash, 
now welcoming cus-
tomers at its new 
Morinville location, 
is owned and operat-
ed by Nick and Anna 
Zilinski and their 
children, Adrian and 
Jaylene. The business 
first began as a re-
tirement dream for 

the couple, who have 
spent decades build-
ing both businesses 
and a life rooted in 
farming.

For many years, 
Nick operated a roof-
ing business that 
took him throughout 
surrounding com-
munities, including 
Westlock and the 
surrounding region. 
Through that work, he 
often hauled trailers 
and equipment and 
quickly recognized a 
need for a wash facil-
ity that could properly 
accommodate larger 
vehicles.

The idea for 
Smokin’ Wands came 
from that simple 
need.

He wanted to pro-
vide the community 
with something he 
wished he had for his 
own trailers. After a 

year of planning and 
construction, the 
first Smokin’ Wands 
location opened in 
Westlock in October 
2014. The response 
from the community 
was immediate, with 
strong local support 
helping establish the 
business in its early 
years.

For the first several 
years, Nick and Anna 
operated the wash 
with the help of ded-
icated staff. 

In time, it became 
a true family-run 
operation.

Their daughter, 
Jaylene, joined the 
business in 2019 af-
ter life changes and 
the arrival of chil-
dren made the timing 
right. Their son, Adri-
an, followed in 2020, 

By Haylee Winger

The 10th Annu-
al Multiple District C 
Convention of Lions 
Clubs International 
was held in Grande 
Prairie on April 10 and 

11, bringing together 
members in a cele-
bration of leadership, 
unity, and service.

Multiple District C, 
which includes Dis-
tricts C-1 and C-2, 
serves communities 
throughout Alber-
ta and parts of the 
Northwest Territo-
ries and represents 
a large geographic 
region within the or-
ganization. District 
C-1, formed in 2015 

through the merger of 
Districts 37L and 37I, 
includes St. Albert, 
Legal, and Morinville, 
and is recognized as 
one of the largest 
geographic districts 
in the world.

The convention 
welcomed guests 
from Brookfield, 
Connecticut; Boz-
eman, Montana; 
Stratford, Ontario; 
and Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan, along 

with delegates from 
32 locations across 
Alberta. Attendees 
included Lions, Leos, 
Leo Lions, guests, and 
supporters. Six mem-
bers of the Morinville 
Lions Club were in 
attendance.

Dignitaries ad-
dressing the conven-
tion included Past In-
ternational Director 
Marvin Chambers, 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3
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By Haylee Winger

Sturgeon County 
Council has approved 
its 2026 property tax 
rates, with residential 
taxes seeing minimal 
change and business 
properties facing a 
slight increase.

The approved rates 
include a 0.7 per cent 

increase on the res-
idential portion of 
the tax bill and a 3.57 
per cent increase 
for non-residential 
properties.

For homeowners, 
the change translates 
into a small annual 
impact. A residen-
tial property assessed 
at $500,000 with no 
change in value would 
see an increase of 
about $14 per year, or 
just over a dollar per 
month.

A larger share of 
property tax bills, 
however, is tied to 

provincial decisions 
rather than municipal 
ones. This year, the 
Education Property 
Tax collected within 
Sturgeon County in-
creased by about $2 
million, or roughly 9 
per cent, placing ad-
ditional pressure on 
overall tax bills.

The county also says 
municipalities con-
tinue to absorb costs 
shifted from the pro-
vincial government. 
One of the most sig-
nificant examples 
is policing, which is 
expected to become 

increasingly expen-
sive over the next 
several years, with 
costs projected to rise 
by as much as 78 per 
cent over the next five 
years and reach near-
ly $5 million per year. 

Residential taxpay-
ers should also note 
that only part of their 
bill is controlled lo-
cally. Sturgeon Coun-
ty retains 58 per cent 
of residential prop-
erty taxes for local 
services, while the 
remaining 42 per cent 
is remitted to the 
province or provincial 

agencies.
“While residents 

look at their tax bill 
as a whole, it’s im-
portant to understand 
that the County does 
not control the entire 
amount,” said Mayor 
Alanna Hnatiw. “Only 
58 per cent of residen-
tial property taxes are 
set by the county and 
stay with the County 
to fund local services. 

The other 42 per 
cent must be sent di-
rectly to the province 
or provincial service 
providers – mean-
ing nearly half of 

residents’ property 
tax bill does not go to 
the County.”

Commercial and 
industrial property 
owners will face a 3.57 
per cent tax increase 
in 2026. 

On a property val-
ued at $500,000, this 
works out to approx-
imately $195 annual-
ly, or about $16 each 
month. Officials with 
the county say the 
change is intended to 
help address ongoing 
financial pressures 

Sturgeon County approves 2026 tax rates 

bringing the entire 
family together once 
again – this time in 
business.

The family says the 
transition felt nat-
ural, reflecting the 
same teamwork they 
had long shared on 
the farm.

From family days 
spent picking roots 
and rocks in the fields 
to working side by 
side at the car wash, 
the Zilinskis have 
carried their strong 
work ethic into every 
part of the business.

With the suc-
cess of the Westlock 

location, expansion 
soon became a realis-
tic possibility. 

After hearing re-
peated comments 
from loyal trucking 
and farming custom-
ers who wished for 
similarly accessible 
truck bays in Morin-
ville, the family began 
exploring the oppor-
tunity to open a sec-
ond location.

That vision has now 
become reality.

The Zilinski fam-
ily continues to live 
locally on separate 
farms just a few miles 
from one another. 
Nick and Anna re-
main on the original 
home quarter near 

Waugh, land that has 
been in the family 
since Nick’s parents 
farmed it. Farming 
continues alongside 
the car wash busi-
ness, further reflect-
ing the family’s con-
nection to the local 

community.
The family hopes 

the story helps clear 
up a common mis-
conception that the 
business is part of a 
larger corporation.

“We are local, we 
support locals, and 

we hire locals,” they 
said. “We are proud 
and excited to be part 
of another small-
town community.”

As Smokin’ Wands 
celebrates its grand 
opening in Morinville 
while continuing to 

serve customers in 
Westlock, the fam-
ily says community 
support has meant 
everything.

They look forward 
to serving both com-
munities for many 
years to come.

Smokin' Wands
Continued from page 1

The exterior of Smokin’ Wands Truck & Car Wash’s new Morinville location, the second site for the locally 
owned family business. – Smokin' Wands Truck & Car Wash Photo 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 7

Sturgeon County Council Meeting updates
Sturgeon County 
release

Mayor Hnatiw pro-
claimed April 11 and 
12, 2026, as Alber-
ta’s Get Outdoors 
Weekend in Sturgeon 
County. 

Public Hearing – 
Bylaw 1694/25 – Clo-
sure and Disposal of 
a Portion of Range 
Road 222 

Council held a pub-
lic hearing to receive 
submissions regard-
ing Bylaw 1694/25, a 
proposed closure and 
disposal of a por-
tion of Range Road 
222 to facilitate pro-
posed development 
within the Industrial 
Heartland. 

No public submis-
sions were received 
on the proposed 
bylaw. 

The Bylaw will be 
sent to the Minis-
ter of Transportation 
and Economic Corri-
dors for approval. Af-
ter that, Council will 
make a decision. 

Consolidated Con-
tract Award Report 
– January 15, 2026 to 
March 15, 2026 

Council received the 
Consolidated Con-
tract Award Report 
of January 15, 2026 
to March 15, 2026 as 
information. 

Bylaw 1682/25 – 
Redistricting a Por-
tion of NE-31-54-
26-4 from C1 and AG 
to I1 and AG 

Council approved 
Bylaw 1682/25, the 
redistricting of a 
portion of NE-31-
54-26-4 from High-
way Commercial 
(C1) and Agriculture 
(AG) Districts to Ru-
ral Industry Support 
(I1) and Agriculture 
(AG) Districts, bring-
ing the property into 
line with the rules 
for running a heater 
rental and crane mat 
business. 

Debenture By-
laws for 2026 Capital 
Projects

Council approved 
Bylaw 1702/26, Bylaw 

1703/26, and Bylaw 
1704/26, allowing for 
the use of long-term 
borrowing to fund 
capital projects ap-
proved as part of the 
2026 Capital Budget 
and the 2027 Capital 
financial forecast.

2026 Financial Up-
date and Tax Rate 
Options 

Council directed 
Administration to 
prepare the Taxation 
Rates Bylaw to re-
flect no change in the 
projected 0.73% tax 
rate increase for Res-
idential, Farmland, 
Residential Vacant 
Reduced, and Resi-
dential Vacant; and 
a tax rate increase of 
3.57% for Non-Resi-
dential, and Machin-
ery and Equipment. 

Council also direct-
ed Administration to 
provide options and 
recommendations for 
the allocation of the 
County’s 2025 oper-
ating surplus when 
they present the 2025 
Audited Financial 

Statements. 
2026-2029 Strate-

gic Plan 
Council approved 

the 2026-2029 
Strategic Plan as 
presented. 

This is the high-
est-level document 
from which all Ad-
ministration’s work 
flows, guided by 
three community 
outcomes support-
ed by 4-year Council 
objectives; Planned 
Growth, Thriv-
ing Communities, 
and Environmental 
Responsibility. 

Planned Growth 
focuses on guiding 
growth to priority 
areas in a financial-
ly sustainable way 
by coordinating land 
use, infrastructure, 
and services. 

It aims to strength-
en the local economy, 
protect farmland, and 
invest in reliable in-
frastructure to keep 
the County a great 
place to live, work, 
and invest. 

Thriving Commu-
nities centers around 
a strong quality of 
life, supported by 
safe neighbourhoods, 

accessible services 
and spaces, inclu-
sive relationships, 
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A New Daily 
Routine  Canadian 

Seniors 55 +

• Play fun brain games
• Check in and boost your mood
• Connect with others
• Build a daily habit you’ll look forward to

NO STRESS. NO CONFUSION. JUST 
SOMETHING NICE TO DO EACH DAY.

Simple. Enjoyable. Just a 
few minutes a day.

Try it free today at SeniorsPortal.ca

First Vice President 
Mark Lyon, Grande 
Prairie Deputy May-
or Kevin O'Toole, and 
County Reeve Aman-
da McDonald. MLA 
Ron Wiebe, who was 
unable to attend, pro-
vided a letter that was 
read aloud by Council 
Chair Lank.

In remarks to del-
egates, Lank high-
lighted the con-
vention as both a 
milestone marking 
a decade of shared 
service, leadership, 
and purpose, and as a 
point of opportunity 
for future growth. 

The address em-
phasized the in-
creasing need for 
Lions’ involvement 
in addressing men-
tal health challeng-
es, food insecurity, 
youth support, and 
environmental stew-
ardship. The impor-
tance of collabora-
tion and partnerships 
was underscored, 
along with the need to 
strengthen connec-
tions between dis-
tricts through shared 
resources, joint ser-
vice initiatives, coor-
dinated training, and 
the exchange of ideas 
and best practices. 
Lank also encouraged 
the development of 
new leaders and the 

inclusion of emerg-
ing voices, noting 
that collaboration is 
central to the organi-
zation’s identity and 
future direction. In 
closing, Lank reflect-
ed on the collective 
role of members in 
shaping the future of 
Multiple District C.

The flag ceremo-
ny was conducted by 
Second Vice District 
Governor Zella Gar-
diner, First Vice Dis-
trict Governor Dan-
ielle Hamelin, and 
Grande Prairie cadets. 
Flags presented in-
cluded those of the 
United States, Can-
ada, Alberta, British 
Columbia, Lions In-
ternational, and the 

State of Connecticut.
The convention fea-

tured a range of guest 
speakers and display 
booths. Kelly Sisak 
of the Royal Alexan-
dra Hospital Foun-
dation presented on 
the RetCam Envision, 
an imaging tool used 
in operating rooms 
to obtain diagnostic 
retinal images under 
anesthesia.

Laura LaValley, CEO 
of the Northwestern 
Alberta Foundation, 
discussed the orga-
nization’s focus on 
connecting with ru-
ral, Indigenous, and 
remote communi-
ties, as well as its role 
in linking people to 
causes and resources 
that address commu-
nity needs. 

The foundation 
manages more than 
$15 million in assets 

and over 200 unique-
ly tailored funds, 
including perma-
nently endowed, 
temporarily endowed, 
and non-endowed 
funds.

Glenda Farnden 
spoke about the on-
going support of Lions 
Clubs for STARS Air 
Ambulance, noting 
cumulative contri-
butions exceeding $3 
million. The Dr. Greg-
ory Powell Fellowship 
STARS Critical Care 
Academy, created by 
Lions in 2012, has 
raised $147,500 and 
supported 295 fellow-
ship recipients.

Additional presen-
tations highlighted 
initiatives such as the 
Alert Trailer, vision 
screening, service 
projects, and envi-
ronmental efforts.

As part of the 

convention’s out-
reach efforts, attend-
ees were encouraged 
to donate backpacks 
containing youth or 
baby supplies. Nicole 
Rachinski of the Mo-
rinville Lions Club 
coordinated the as-
sembly of donated 
items, which will be 
distributed to Sun-
rise House, foster care 
programs, and child-
in-care programs 
supporting children 
in the Grande Prairie 
area.

Morinville Lions 
Club Secretary Bev 
Lussier contributed 
auction items for the 
event fundraiser.

The convention 
concluded with a con-
tinued focus on ser-
vice, collaboration, 
and community sup-
port across Multiple 
District C.

Lions Clubs 
International 
Continued from page 1

Lions Club of Morinville members Vida Myles, Bev Lussier and Nicole Rachinski with 
the items donated for the silent auction, some of which were donated by Home 
Hardware. Nicole Rachinski was the Project Manager for the Baby Supplies Program.

Lions member Aida Mustapic with her environmental display, featuring free 
handouts, brochures and seeds.

Lucie Roy Photos
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By Shelley Winger

Families in Morin-
ville are invited to gear 
up for a fun and ed-
ucational evening as 
the annual Bike Rodeo 
returns on Thursday, 
May 7 at the Landrex 
Arena in the Morin-
ville Leisure Centre.

Designed for 

children ages 5 to 12, 
the free communi-
ty event will run from 
5:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
and is hosted by Mo-
rinville Enforcement 
Services in partner-
ship with community 
organizations.

The Bike Rodeo is 
designed to help young 
riders build confidence 

and learn important 
bicycle safety skills 
in a fun, supportive 
environment. Partic-
ipants will practice 
safe riding techniques, 
review the rules of the 
road, and take part in 
hands-on activities 
aimed at improving 
their biking abilities.

Events like the Bike 
Rodeo also give fam-
ilies an opportunity 
to connect with local 
enforcement offi-
cers and community 
partners in a positive, 
educational setting 
while encouraging 
safe outdoor activity 
for children.

Check-in begins at 
5:15 p.m., with free hot 
dogs and drinks served 
until 5:45 p.m. 

The rodeo activities 
will run from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., followed 
by prize draws at 7:30 
p.m.

Children must be 
confident riding a 
two-wheel bicycle, as 
training wheels, strid-
er bikes, and scooters 
are not permitted. 

A properly fitted 
helmet is mandato-
ry for all participants, 
and closed-toe shoes 
are recommended.

More experienced 
riders may also have 

the opportunity to ride 
alongside a peace of-
ficer and practice ad-
vanced skills, weather 
and time permitting.

With limited spots 
available, families are 
encouraged to register 
early to secure a place 
in this popular annual 
event.

The event is free 
to attend, with 68 of 

100 spots currently 
available. Parents and 
guardians are encour-
aged to remain onsite, 
especially if their child 
requires additional 
support.

For more informa-
tion or to register, 
contact the Town of 
Morinville at 780-939-
7839 or email events@
morinville.ca.

Young riders invited to annual Morinville 
Bike Rodeo and safety event May 7

Town of Morinville photos
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PUBLIC NOTICE - BYLAW
1708/26

In accordance with section 648 of the Municipal
Government Act, notice is hereby given of Sturgeon
County Council’s intent of passing Bylaw 1708/26,
which would repeal Bylaw 1259/11, the Sierra Ridge
and Riverside Springs Development Area Off-Site Levy
Bylaw.

Details of the Bylaw can be found online at or by
contacting Development Engineering and Land Services
using the information below.

sturgeoncounty.ca/public-notice-bylaw-1708-26

Chris Krath, Senior Development Engineer
780-939-1318, ckrath@sturgeoncounty.ca 

CONTACT INFORMATION

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK
For questions, or to provide input on Bylaw 1708/26,
please contact Chris Krath by phone or email by 
April 30, 2026

By submitting comments on this bylaw, either orally or in writing, the personal
information you provide may be recorded in the minutes of the bylaw readings or
otherwise made public. This information is collected under section 4(c) of the
Protection of Privacy Act (POPA). If you have any questions about the collection, use
or disclosure of your personal information, please contact the Sturgeon County
Access and Privacy Advisor at 780-939-1306 or accessandprivacy@sturgeoncounty.ca.

PUBLIC NOTICE - BYLAW 1708/26

EaglesTributeShow.com

THE MUSIC & LEGACY OF THE

WITH

100% 
Live!

MORINVILLE COMMUNITY 
CULTURAL CENTRE

May 6 - 7:30 pm

TICKETS: 1 (888) 961-6111

@EaglesTributeShow

MYBA coach John 
receives the Bas-
ketball Alberta Phil 
Allen Coach of the 
Year award. John has 
coached with MYBA 
for seven seasons 
and helped lead the 
team to silver medals 
in league play and at 
the March Madness 
tournament in Airdrie. 
– Morinville Youth 
Basketball photo 

RSVP Online: https://dub.sh/arbor

Claudia (formerly of Morinville Massage Therapy)  
is celebrating 30 years in business! She would love to 

reconnect with her Morinville friends and long-time clients.
Anniversary Social:  Monday, April 27th 
Location:  John Beedle Centre, St. Albert 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
Claudia Ricard, RMT

related to major in-
dustrial holdings, 
along with uncertain-
ty tied to assessment 
appeals and fluctu-
ations in property 
values.

“Even with this 
slight increase, 
Sturgeon County’s 
non-residential tax 
rate remains com-
petitive and, togeth-
er with the County’s 

other supports and 
incentives, contin-
ues to position Stur-
geon County as a top 
domestic and global 
investment destina-
tion, which we know 
is critical for the com-
munity’s growth,” 
said Mayor Hnatiw.

Sturgeon County 
residents have until 
June 30, 2026, to pay 
their property taxes, 
unless they are signed 
up for a pre-autho-
rized payment plan.

Sturgeon County taxes
Continued from page 2
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                   780-222-2016

Under pressure: Many households report strained finances
By Rob Roach,  
ATB ECONOMICS 

On Monday April 
20, received the 
Consumer Price In-
dex (a.k.a. inflation) 
numbers from Sta-
tistics Canada for 
the month of March. 
These data help us 
understand the gen-
eral direction of con-
sumer prices, which 
is a handy thing to 
know when trying 
to figure out what’s 
next for the overall 

economy.
What the inflation 

stats don’t tell us is 
how people are ac-
tually doing when it 
comes to their per-
sonal finances.

Imagine, for ex-
ample, you just paid 
a plumbing company 
to unclog a blocked 
pipe. It was worth 
the money, but it 
wasn’t cheap and 
now you're wonder-
ing how to pay off the 
charge on your cred-
it card. Even if the 

fee was the same as 
it was a year earlier 
(i.e., zero inflation), 
you’re probably not 
feeling great about 
how much it cost.

Or take that jug of 
milk your kids empty 
almost as soon as you 
put it in the fridge; 
the price may not be 
going up as much as 
it was, but between 
this year’s soccer 
fees and a recent 
speeding ticket and 
your mobile screen 
shattering when you 

dropped it, your cost 
of living feels out of 
control.

There are different 
ways to define the 
cost of living and to 
measure it, but one 
of the most direct 
and telling ways is to 
ask people questions 
about their financ-
es. In this vein, the 
accounting, tax and 
business consulting 
firm MNP conducts 
a quarterly survey of 
Canadians* that asks 
about their ability to 
pay their bills, en-
dure unexpected ex-
penses, and absorb 
interest-rate fluc-
tuations. The latest 
results for Alberta 
came out on Monday 
and point to a high 
degree of financial 
stress with 77% of 
respondents say-
ing rising prices for 
essentials like food 
and gas are straining 
their finances. It was 
essentially the same 
result nationally at 
74%. The compos-
ite national index, 
which combines an-
swers to multiple 
survey questions, 
has remained steady 
the last year at lev-
els well below those 
seen before the pan-
demic (the higher 
the index, the more 
positive Canadians 
feel about their per-
sonal finances).

This suggests the 
level of financial 
strain among Cana-
dian households has 

been elevated  for several 
years.

Other survey results 
also point to the finan-
cial stress facing many 
households. Turning to 
another source, the Bank 
of Canada’s Canadian 

Survey of Consumer Ex-
pectations (done in Janu-
ary, prior to the Iran war) 
also points to weak sen-
timent, which the Bank 
attributes to high prices 
and trade uncertainty.  

Continued on page 8
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Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high 
circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Redwater Review. Up to 
25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. 
Additional words: 50c/each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  
Phone: 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.BIG REACH

SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free 
in the Redwater Review. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/each. 
Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2026 AUCTION PROGRAM: Fire-
arms, Ammunition, Accessories, or 
Militaria. Collections, Estates or sin-
gle items. For Auction, or Possible 
Purchase: Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction Dates & 
Details. 

Employment 
Opportunities

THE LAKESIDE LEADER is hiring a 
full-time reporter/photographer po-
sition in Slave Lake. Salary negotia-
ble. Email resume, cover letter and 
samples of writing and photography 
to spnproduction@hotmail.com. 

Farming
PLAIN LAKE FARMING Free Run 
Brown Eggs & Natural Grown 
Chickens, Eli C Hofer. Legal address 
NW- 35-53-12-W4. Box 370, Two 
Hills, AB, T0B-4k0. For sale 1 year 
old free run brown laying hens, $3 
each, Pick up April 17-18, Near Two 
Hills Call 780-603-9047.

Farm Machinery
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The Blan-
ket Classifieds or Value Ads connect 
with more than 400,000 readers in 
the province each week. Choose 
from three packages beginning at 
$269, $299 or $599 to share your 
message in over 70 Weekly Com-
munity Newspapers. Contact THIS 
NEWSPAPER today or email classi-
fieds@awna.com for more informa-
tion. Call 1-800-282-6903 or 780-
434-8746 or visit www.awna.com. 

Feed and Seed
BARLEY – *NEW-AB Standswell* 
Smooth AWN, High Yielding, Grain 
and Forage Great Lodging Resis-
tance. 1st NITROGEN USE EFFI-
CIENT CEREAL IN CANADA. At-
tracting Japanese Interest. OTHER 
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC Austenson, 
CDC Durango, CDC Maverick, 
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT – Pintail, 
Forage or Grain. OATS – AC Juniper, 
AC Morgan, AC Mustang, Derby, 
CDC S01 Super Oat. PEAS – Very 
Early Yellow Peas, Forage Peas. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish Canola & 
Spring Triticale. Special pricing on 
truckloads. www.mastinseeds.com; 
403-556-2609. 
FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: Or-
ganic & conventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free 
Delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Sale
32 REGISTERED RED ANGUS 
YEARLING BULLS, quiet, easy 
calving (43-88# BW with high 
CE scores), great WW's, lots of 
length and growth. From 6 herd 
sires. EPD's available. Selling qual-
ity bulls for heifers and cows since 
1992. Cleveley Cattle Company  
780 689-2754.
SMALL HOME FOR SALE IN 
THORHILD, large yard, carport, 
quality renovation, main floor bed-
room, quartz countertops, new 
doors, windows, shingles, ceil-
ing insulation, large 20x14 deck, 
basement with half bath, laundry 
area, cold room and bedroom. 

Price $132,400 Phone or text Lil: 
780-283-2343.
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 5’ aver-
age $50. Installation ONLY $19. 
Includes: hole augered, Wurzel Dip 
enzyme injection, bark mulch appli-
cation, staking. Minimum order 25. 
One-time fuel charge: $150-300. 
Crystal Springs, 403-820-0961. 
Quality guaranteed. albertaspruce-
trees.com. 
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with a 
classified ad. Only $269/wk (based 
on 25 words or less). Reach 75 week-
ly newspapers. Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.

Health
TRADITIONAL FOOT REFLEXOL-
OGY Now offered at Haven Holistic 
Health Clinic in Morinville, Alberta 
TO BOOK a Reflexology session with 
Janet Gordon, Certified Reflexologist 
visit: havenclinicmorinville.com.

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Other 
medical conditions causing TROU-
BLE WALKING or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax Credit allows 
for $3,000 yearly tax credit and 
$30,000 lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Apply NOW; 
quickest refund Nationwide: Expert 
help. 1-844-453-5372. 

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VIL-
LA: Executive villa in Osoyoos, 
BC, breathtaking lake views, just 
3 minutes from town. Vacation in 
Canada's warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Doug 306-716-2671 or visit 
osoyooslakevilla.com. 

I PAY CA$H!! I PAY CA$H!! 

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust, 
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything made 
of gold or silver! 

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,  
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything  
made of gold or silver! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

WANTED 
GOLD & SILVER 

CALL OR TExT NOW! Ph: 825-365-8557

PAYING $5000 for 1oz Gold
NOW PAYING:

• $90 an oz Silver
• $65 for US Silver Dollars
• $50 for Canadian Silver Dollars
•  Pre 1964 US & Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $20 each, 

$8 each per Quarter, $3 each per dime.
• 1967 & 1968 silver coins 20X
Also buying ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, Jewelry, bullion, 
ingots, bars, nuggets, gold dust, dental gold, sterling silver, 
coin collections, Royal Mint, RCM, US Mint, Franklin Mint sets, 
old money, numismatics & anything made of gold or silver!
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ALL OVER ALBERTA+
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and active communi-
ty participation, in-
cluding respectful 
collaboration with In-
digenous and neigh-
bouring communities. 

Environmental Re-
sponsibility empha-
sizes protecting land, 
water, air and ecosys-
tems by integrating 
environmental consid-
erations into planning, 
strengthening climate 
resilience, and reduc-
ing impacts through 
sustainable municipal 
practices. 

Advancing Major In-
vestment Infrastruc-
ture in the Industrial 
Heartland 

Council approved 
funding in the amount 
of $75 million for infra-
structure improvements 
in the Industrial Heart-
land, with any expenses 
being subject to collect-
ing the cost from indus-
try partners through a 
Cost Contribution 
Agreement.

Council also autho-
rized the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer to enter 
into Cost Contribution 
Agreements for infra-
structure development 

in the Industrial Heart-
land to facilitate comple-
tion of these infrastructure 
improvements. 

Wetland Replacement 
Program – Memorandum 
of Understanding and 
Calahoo Wetland Project 
Approval

Council directed the Chief 
Administrative Officer to 
enter into a renewed Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
with Alberta Environment 
and Protected Areas for the 
Wetland Replacement Pro-
gram for 2026.

Council also approved the 
Calahoo Wetland Project 
for $1.4 million, to be fully 
funded by the Wetland Re-
placement Program. 

Living Snow Fence Pro-
gram Options

Council directed Admin-
istration to incorporate a 
Living Snow Fence Program 
into existing operations, 
adding education on living 
snow fences into the annual 
Shelterbelt Workshop and 
Tree Pruning Workshop, 
and on the Tree Program 
website. 

Emergency Manage-
ment Communications 
Options 

Council directed Ad-
ministration to proceed 
with the development and 

implementation of a County 
Public Notification System 
(PNS), employing Ever-
bridge, with one-time proj-
ect costs in 2026 estimated 
at $25,000 from the Pro-
tective Services operating 
budget, and ongoing oper-
ating costs of approximate-
ly $3,500 annually to be in-
corporated into the 2027 
budget. 

Fire Services Agreement 
Renewals 

Council directed Admin-
istration to advance the 
proposal to renew five-year 
term Fire Services Agree-
ments with the Towns of Le-
gal, Bon Accord, and Redwa-
ter and the Summer Villages 
of Sandy Beach and Sunrise 
Beach as recommended.

CLOSED SESSION 
Intergovernmental 

Update 
Council received a closed 

session intergovernmental 
update. 

COMMITTEE OF THE 
WHOLE 

Sturgeon County Parks 
Feasibility Study

The Committee recom-
mended the Sturgeon Coun-
ty Parks Feasibility Study 
to Council to approve for 
planning purposes, incor-
porating comments pro-
vided at the March 24, 2026 

Committee of the Whole 
meeting. 

Sandy Lake Wilderness 
Area Concept Plan and 
Natural Area Management 
Plan 

The Committee recom-
mended the Sandy Lake 
Wilderness Area Concept 
Plan and Natural Area Man-
agement Plan to Council for 
planning purposes, incor-
porating comments pro-
vided at the March 24, 2026 
Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

Sturgeon County 2025 
Year in Review Report 

The Committee received 
the Sturgeon County 2025 
Year in Review Report as 
information. 

The report highlighted 
big wins of 2025 such as the 
successful launch of the 
YES Academy program, an 
event designed for youth 
ages 14 to 17 who are inter-
ested in emergency service 
careers. 

As well as a Fire Master 
Plan, a twenty-year stra-
tegic framework for fire 
services. 

Northern Lights Library 
System Update

The Committee received 
the Northern Lights Li-
brary System Update as 
information. 

Sturgeon County release
Continued from page 2
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Dr. Darren Romanowski &
Dr. Dave Yuen General Dentists

Bernice CoblerLeah Hogg

It’s that time of year to clean 
your vehicle and get rid 
of the winter muck. Get it 
looking great for summer.  

CALL TODAY!

Precision Detailing
Auto detailing services
based in Morinville, AB @PrecisionDetailing_2025

*special rates for military and first responders

(780) 935-3991

26033AA2

Have you received your compensation lately?
Houston Oil, Sequoia, or others?

I can help.
Give me a call at 587.989.4180

Students from Morinville Community High School are recognized following strong performances at the 
Skills Alberta Edmonton Regionals on April 11, where six students earned podium finishes and qualified 
for the provincial competition in May. – Greater St. Albert Catholic Schools photo 

There are multiple ways 
to address the financial 
strain faced by house-
holds with stronger eco-
nomic growth – and the 
jobs and income that go 
along with it – playing a 
critical role.

In the short-term, U.S. 
tariffs, higher prices due 
to the war in the Middle 
East and the uncertainty 
related to both are signif-
icant headwinds holding 
back economic growth 
and there is little we can 
do about this on our own 
(other than doing the best 
we can negotiating with 
the U.S. on trade). 

Circling back to the 
Consumer Price Index 
numbers we get next 
week, inflation in March 
is going to be higher due 
to spiking gasoline pric-
es with other costs rising 
the longer the conflict 
lasts and higher energy 

and fertilizer costs flow 
through to other goods 
and services.

On the bright side, U.S. 
tariffs are lower than 
originally threatened and 
the Alberta labour mar-
ket has improved over the 
last year.

There is also much we 
can do in terms of im-
proving Canada’s pro-
ductivity via reducing in-
ternal economic barriers, 
diversifying our inter-
national trade and suc-
cessfully executing major 
projects. As the survey 
results highlight, this is 
not just about generating 
more GDP, but improving 
the financial situation of 
real people.

*The latest data were 
compiled by Ipsos on be-
half of MNP LTD between 
March 10 and March 11, 
2026. For this survey, a 
sample of 2,000 Canadi-
ans aged 18 years and over 
was interviewed.

Under pressure
Continued from page 6


