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Wildfire season begins in Alberta:
Residents urged to prepare

By Haylee Winger

March 1 marked
the official start of
wildfire season in Al-
berta, and residents
are encouraged to

begin preparing their
homes, properties
and families for the
months ahead.

One of the most ef-
fective steps home-
owners can take is
clearing combustible
materials from around
their homes. Experts
recommend remov-
ing items such as dry
leaves, branches,
firewood, yard debris

and lawn furniture
from within five feet
of buildings to help
reduce the risk of fire
spreading.

Pet and livestock
owners are also en-
couraged to devel-
op evacuation plans.
Having a strategy in
place for safely mov-
ing animals during an
emergency can save
valuable time if an

evacuation is ordered.
Using FireSmart prac-
tices to protect live-
stock areas, barns and
other outbuildings can
also help reduce wild-
fire risk.

Staying  informed
throughout  wildfire
season is another key
step in preparedness.
Residents can down-
load the Alberta Wild-
fire mobile app or visit

the provincial wildfire
website to receive
the latest updates on
active fires and con-
ditions across the
province.

Residents are also
reminded to review
local regulations re-
garding responsible
burning and fire per-
mits. Information
about safe burning
practices and permit

requirements can be
found on local mu-
nicipal fire service
websites.

Wildfires are one of
several natural haz-
ards that can affect
communities each
year. Understanding
the risks and taking
steps early in the sea-
son can help protect
homes, families and

property.

Income tax season underway

By Shelley Winger

Income tax season
is officially underway,
and residents of Mor-
inville and surround-
ing communities are
being encouraged to
prepare early.

For most individu-
als, the filing dead-
line is April 30, while
self-employed  in-
dividuals and their
spouses have until
June 15 to file, though
any balance owing is
still due by April 30.

Gathering doc-
uments such as T4
slips, receipts for
childcare,  medical
expenses, and char-
itable donations
can help make fil-
ing easier and ensure

all eligible deduc-
tions and credits are
claimed.

Filing early also
gives residents more
time to take advan-
tage of benefits such
as the Canada Child
Benefit and the GST/
HST credit, which de-
pend on accurate and
timely returns.

Local experts em-
phasize the impor-
tance of planning
ahead.

Organizing pa-
perwork, reviewing
past tax returns, and
making note of any
life changes, such as
a new job, a move, or
changes in depen-
dents, can help pre-
vent mistakes and
reduce stress during
filing.

For residents seek-
ing assistance, sever-
al resources are avail-
able locally.

Morinville  fami-
lies can choose to file

through professional
tax services in town or
use the Canada Reve-
nue Agency’s online
services, which allow
electronic filing, ac-
cess to past tax in-
formation, and direct
deposit setup.

Free tax help is also
available for those
who qualify.

The Communi-
ty Volunteer Income
Tax Program runs
volunteer-led clin-
ics across Alberta for
people with modest
incomes and simple
tax situations.

Clinics may be
in person, over the
phone, or virtual, and

typically run through
March and April.
Additionally, the

Sage Seniors Asso-
ciation in Edmonton
offers free tax prepa-
ration for low-income
seniors aged 55 and
older, providing sup-
port for those with

basic tax returns.

These programs
give residents an op-
portunity to file ac-
curately without pay-
ing for professional
services.

Residents are en-
couraged to pay at-
tention to deadlines
and avoid last-minute
filings, which can lead
to delays and errors.

Even small mis-
takes, such as miss-
ing a receipt or for-
getting to report a
benefit, can affect re-
funds or future eligi-
bility for government
programs.

Organizing doc-
uments,  reviewing
deadlines, and using
available  resources
can reduce stress and
help ensure taxes are
filed correctly.

For more informa-
tion on filing, ben-
efits, or locating a

Continued on page 7

Councillor Nathan Himschoot is serving as Deputy
Mayor for the Town of Morinville from February
24 to June 23, a rotating position shared among
council members, with each member serving two

four-month terms.

In this role, Deputy Mayor
Himschoot will represent the town,

support

council initiatives, and provide leadership within
the community. - Town of Morinville photo
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Chamber hosts luncheon with

insightful talk by Dale Nally

The Chamber host-
ed a successful lun-
cheon recently, wel-
coming all attendees.

Morinville Chamber of Commerce photo

A special thanks was
extended to Dale Nal-
ly for speaking about
current events in

Alberta, and to Bistro
Di Madre Piccola for
providing a delicious
lunch.

Country Living Expo
to celebrate rural life
in Morinville

By Haylee Winger

The Country Living
Expo 2026 will take
place on Saturday,
March 28, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Morinville Commu-
nity Cultural Centre,
offering residents an
opportunity to explore
rural lifestyles, agri-
culture and hands-on
learning.

The expo highlights
many aspects of coun-
try living, bringing
together community
members, hobbyists
and rural residents
for a day of education,
demonstrations and
local vendors.

Topics range from
gardening and food
preservation to ecol-
ogy and small-scale
agriculture.

Throughout the day,
a series of free work-
shops will give visitors
the chance to learn
from experienced
presenters.

While tickets are
not required, register-
ing for the event can
help with planning
and ensure attendees

receive updates and
reminders.

The first session be-
gins at 10:30 a.m. with
Who’s Bugging Your
Garden?, a presenta-
tion exploring the di-
verse insect life found
in gardens.

Attendees will learn
how to identify both
beneficial and harm-
ful insects, including
pollinators and natu-
ral predators, and dis-
cover practical ways to
encourage a healthier
and more balanced
garden environment.

At 11:30 a.m., the
workshop Grate Ex-
pectations: Inside
Cheesemaking  will
introduce visitors to
the art and science of
cheese production.

[an, an award-win-
ning cheesemaker
with more than 10
years of professional
experience, will dis-
cuss the production
process, highlight key
techniques and share
resources for contin-

ued learning.
At 12:30 p.m., The
Power of Native Plants

will focus on the role
native species play in

supporting  healthy
ecosystems.
The  presentation

will explore what na-
tive plants are, why
theyareimportantand

how they can be incor-
porated into gardens,
yards and even small
container spaces.

At 1:30 p.m., More
Than Meets the Spore:
Mushrooms of Stur-
geon County will ex-
plore the fascinating
world of fungi.

The session will
highlight several
mushroom  species
found in the region
and explain how fun-
gi contribute to soil
health and thriving
natural environments.

The final workshop
of the day, Kind of a
Big Dill: Mastering
Pickling Basics, begins
at2:30 p.m.

This  presentation
will cover traditional
pickling  techniques
used to preserve sea-
sonal harvests, in-
cluding  preparation
methods, safety con-
siderations and vari-
ations for preserving
food at home.

In addition to the
workshops, the expo
will feature a variety
of vendors and ex-
hibitors  showcasing
products, services and
information related to
agriculture, garden-
ing, food production
and rural living.

Register for pro-
grams online at www.
sturgeoncounty.ca.

Behind the wheel: life as a
school bus driver in Morinville

By Shelley Winger

The alarm rings at
6:30 a.m., and winter
mornings in Morin-
ville mean one thing:
checking the weath-
er and road condi-
tions before stepping
outside.

For this school bus
driver — who has cho-
sen to remain anon-
ymous - these first
minutes set the tone
for the day ahead.

“I start my person-
al vehicle to warm
it up, then make my
way to the bus,” she
explains.

“Along the way,
[ assess the roads.
Somedaysare smooth
sailing, but on ru-
ral routes, whiteouts
or icy patches can
make visibility nearly
impossible.”

Once she reaches

her bus, she unplugs
it, starts the engine,
and walks around to
ensure everything
is safe. Then begins
the morning route -
a journey that might
be calm one day and
treacherous the next.

On particularly dif-
ficult days, she com-
municates with her
supervisor, who can
notify parents if de-
lays occur.

Driving a bus might
seem straightfor-
ward, but the jobis far
more complex than
most realize.

“Most of the time,
we’re alone. There’s
no co-pilot — just me,
responsible for any-
where from 10 to 72
kids,” she says.

“Every stop re-
quires attention and
patience. Some driv-
ers get frustrated if
we take an extra mo-
ment for a child who
has a question orisn’t
behaving properly.”

Winter driving is
especially challeng-
ing. “You never know

what you’re going to
get,” she says.

“Some days, the
roads are clear. Other
days, snow drifts, ice,
and whiteouts make it
hard to see. You have
to stay calm, plan
each turn carefully,
and make sure every
child is safe — even if
it means being a little
late.”

Even with the chal-
lenges, the rewards
are clear.

“The smiles on
the kids’ faces, the
funny things they
say... they make it all
worthwhile. Kids al-
ways keep you on your
toes. I cherish all the
students I’ve had over
the years — on routes,
field trips, and every-
thing in between.”

She notices the lit-
tle things, too: the
kids who grow up on
her bus, the routines
they follow, and the
way their person-
alities shine during
morning  greetings
or end-of-week
goodbyes.

SP Joinyourdaily
SeniorsMortal.ca ca“adlun CIub

A Friendly Canadian
Community for Adults 50+

Stay sharp with gentle brain games,
share your life stories, and connect
with friendly Canadians your age.

Join Free at
SeniorsPortal.ca
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Community invited to
Mental Health Lunch
& Learn in Gibbons

By Haylee Winger

Residents of Gib-
bons and the sur-
rounding area are be-
ing invited to take a
pause from their busy
schedules and focus
on something that
is often overlooked.
Mental well-being.

A Mental Health
Matters Lunch &
Learn event will take
place on April 26,
2026, from 12:00 p.m.
to 2:30 p.m. at the
Gibbons Cultural Cen-
tre. The free program
is open to individuals
ages 16 and older and
will offer an oppor-
tunity to learn about
self-care, access local
resources, and con-
nect with others in a
welcoming communi-
ty setting.

The event is being
organized in partner-
ship with the Gibbons
Family Resource Cen-
tre, the Gibbons Pub-
lic Library, and Stur-
geon County.

The session is de-
signed to create a re-
laxed and supportive
space where partici-
pants can learn about
mental health and the
everyday  pressures
that come with work,
family life, and care-
giving. The goal of the
event is to encourage
people to take time to
check in with them-
selves and recog-
nize the importance
of their own mental
well-being.

The Lunch & Learn
will include a pre-
sentation focused on
practical self-care
strategies and men-
tal health awareness.
Attendees will also
have the opportuni-
ty to learn about local
supports and resourc-
es available in the

community.

In addition to the
presentation, partici-
pants will be provided
with a complimentary
lunch and alight group
activity, creating an
opportunity for people
to relax, share experi-
ences, and build con-
nections with others
in the community.

Organizers note that
the event may be par-
ticularly meaningful
for parents, caregiv-
ers, and individuals
who appreciate the
value of supportive
community spaces.

Registration is re-
quired for the free
program and can be
completed  through
the Sturgeon County
programs page. Com-
munity members in-
terested in attending
are encouraged to reg-
ister early to secure a
spot.

Registration can be
completed online at
www.sturgeoncounty.
ca/programs.

Strong season finish earns
Morinville girls silver medal

Morinville Youth Basketball photo

The Morinville
youth girls basketball
team finished their
season on a strong
note. Throughout
the season, the play-
ers worked hard and
showed tremendous
improvement.

In their final game,
the team battled for
rebounds and made
several incredible
shots, ultimately fin-
ishing the season with
a silver medal.

Coach Ayakah said
she could not have

been more proud of
how far the girls had
come over the course
of the season.

Their  dedication,
teamwork, and de-
termination were evi-
dent right to the final
whistle.

Small Business Incentive
Reopens Following Strong
First-Year Results

Sturgeon County press
release

Sturgeon County’s
Small Business In-
centive (SBI) program
reopens today, build-
ing on the measurable
success achieved in its

first year.

Launched in Au-
gust 2025, the Small
Business Incentive

provides eligible busi-
nesses up to $5,000 in
reimbursed matching
funds to invest in edu-
cation, marketing, and
equipment and tech-
nology upgrades.

A total of $75,000 is
available to support
long-term  growth,
improve competitive-
ness, and encourage
reinvestment within
the local economy.

The results from the
initial intake period
demonstrate the pro-
gram’s impact:

* 19 applications
received

13 businesses ap-
proved for funding

* $53,341.84 in
matching funds
awarded

 $192,697 generated
in total private sector

projects
This strong return
shows how target-

ed public investment
can stimulate broader
€conomic activity.

Businesses used
funding to improve ir-
rigation systems, en-
hance security mea-
sures, and modernize
equipment.

These
increased
ciency, reduced la-
bour demands, and
strengthened overall
operations.

“The early success
of the Small Busi-
ness Incentive shows

upgrades
effi-

how strategic shared

YOUR CAREER AD I-\T

WWW. MURINVILLEPRESS‘

investment can cre-
ate ripple effects
throughout our com-
munity,” said Mark
Morrissey, Director of
Economic Innovation
and Growth at Stur-
geon County.

“By supporting en-
trepreneurs as they
grow and modernize,
we’re strengthening
the County’s small
business sector and
building a more resil-
ient local economy.”

With the program
now open again, eli-
gible businesses are
encouraged to apply
early.

Funding is limited
and will be awarded
through scheduled in-
take periods.

For full program
details, eligibility cri-
teria, and application
information, visit:
investsturgeon.ca/
incentives.

.
.,
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Our newspaper
connects your
business directly
with lengaged |

readers—and

Every

print ad is| al$o
posted onh'he for
added exposure.
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freepressreview@gmail.com.
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I--BUDGET-I Focused on what matters
L 2026 y to Edmonton

37 school projects underway, Planning the new Stollery Children’s Building the NAIT
including 10 brand new projects Hospital and increasing acute care capacity Advanced Skills Centre
at Misericordia, Grey Nuns, and the Royal Alex

@ Budget 2026 is focused on
@ what matters to Edmonton, with

record investments in health
Expanding the West Valley Building the Northern care and education, and a plan
and Capital LRT lines and planning Alberta Compassionate to keep our economy strong.
the LRT-airport connector Intervention Centre I— _I

LEARN MORE

alberta.ca/budget ‘A/(b_m

. . |
Sturgeon County Council requests public input on proposed Bylaw 1694/25. Eﬂ N _ﬂ | [l .
| 1

g
This bylaw would close and dispose of a portion of Range Road 222, beginning 800 - )
meters south of Highway 843, and north of Township Road 560. The subject area is H
within the Industrial Heartland, and alternate routes are available.

Learn more: sturgeoncounty.ca/public-hearing-bylaw-1694-25

Public Hearing details Questions? Contact us! —1 l
The Public Hearing will be held in person and via Kyle Schole
video conference on: Senior Planner, Land Management

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 1 p.m. (or as soon as 780-939-1397 | 3
practical thereafter) at Sturgeon County Council kschole@sturgeoncounty.ca

Chambers (9613 100 St. in Morinville)
Legal Land Description: All that portion of original government road allowance adjacent to ”
the west boundary of the west half of Section 2 and west boundary of the southwest quarter of

]
a2
Section 11 and portion of Road Plan 252 0361 within southeast quarter of Section 3 Township Wk B g"‘;jw '
56 Range 22 west of the Fourth Meridian. Excepting thereout all mines and minerals. lﬁ —3|4 ]] —— B Road Closwre Area A |
| i 1 -

[ pu ]
I

=N

Important information about Public Hearings Written submissions Watching the Public Hearing
R . - k Speak via video conference Email your written submission to Legislative Services You can view the Public Hearing in

equiremen 5 OF speakers P i i at legislativeservicesi@sturgeoncounty.ca, person or onling at sturgeoncounty.ca/
All speakers have five minutes to speak and are {phone or video call-in) Wi - q he ol ; CouncilMeetings
encouraged to provide a written copy of their To speak at the Public Hearing via ritten su mns::lnns. are accepte .up tothe E DJ_SE v . .
submission before the Public Hearing videoconference, you must register by the Public Hearing. If making a written submission, To view the livestream, click on the

' Mareh 23 2026.31 1 p.m. by contacting you must include your name, state your interest in meeting date on the calendar, then click

Speaking in person LEglsIati'.'E'Senru:es 4t 780-939-8029 the matter (such as a County resident directhy on the video link.
To speak at the Public Hearing in person, contact  This ensures you receive instructions to impacted by the proposed bylaw), and indicate if you
Legislative Services at 780-939-8029 to register. access the videoconference, are in favour of or opposed to the proposed bylaw. %
By submitting camments on this bylaw, either orally or in writing, the personal information you provide may be recorded in the minutes of the public hearing or otherwise S‘Lu r {..1( ] n
made public. This information is collected under section 4{c) of the Protection of Privacy Act (POPA). If you have any questions about the collection, use or disclasure of your g

personal information, please contact the Sturgeon County Access and Privacy Advisor at 780-938-1306 or accessondprivacy@sturgeoncounty.ca. COUMNTY
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The Sabres U15 Boys wrapped up their season on a high note, winning another
gold medal during the Feb. 28 weekend tournament. The team showed skill,

Members of the Mustangs SU402 team attended an Edmonton Oil Kings game fol-
lowing their silver-medal finish at Minor Hockey Week. - Sturgeon Hockey Club photo

determination, and great teamwork throughout the season, making their final
victory well-deserved. - Morinville Youth Basketball photo

Upcoming auctions

RCMP

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

ANNUAL ANTIQUE AUCTION
Sunday, April 12 - LIVE Auction
Spedden Hall - Spedden, AB

For Sheila Dumais & the late Ivan
Dumais, 60441 RR 131Vilna
For information: Sheila — 587-579-6987

ACREAGE AUCTION - VILNA
Saturday, May 9 — LIVE Auction

ONLINE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
May 25-27,59520 RR 135 —Vilna

For more information or to consign to one
of these auctions call Danny at 780-645-1589

“A Bid Ab 1LED Dan Gawalk
the Rest!™ Oﬂ?’_‘___ ﬂUCTI (@) S 780-645.1589
= : :}_
L

Vi 2
VISIT US ONLINE AT LNA, ALBERTA

WWW.GLOBALAUCTIONGLIDE .COM

Morinville RCMP respond

to fatal two-vehicle collision

Morinville RCMP responded to
a serious two-vehicle collision on
Highway 44 at Township Road 572
on the morning of March 2, 2026.

Police were first notified of the
crash at approximately 7:36 a.m.
Emergency responders attended
the scene and located a 31-year-
old man, the sole occupant of a
Dodge Charger, who was pro-
nounced deceased.

The driver and only occupant
of the second vehicle, a 72-year-
old man operating a GMC pickup
truck, was transported to hospital

with injuries.

Traffic in the area was diverted
for several hours while officers
conducted their investigation.
Motorists experienced delays as
police remained on scene gath-
ering evidence and assessing the
circumstances of the collision.

The investigation has since
concluded, the roadway has been
cleared, and normal traffic flow
has resumed.

Morinville RCMP extend their
sincere condolences to the family
and friends of the deceased.

Sturgeon County offers three options for dust suppression to help
reduce dust created by vehicle traffic on gravel roads. See our website
for details on the three options.

Early bird deadline
is April 16, 2026

TYPES OF DUST MINERAL
SUPPRESSION ol oiL | CALCIUM
First 100m $4,165 $1,097 $405
Each Additional 10m $494 $187.20 $118

A late fee of $100 is applied to orders received after April 16, 2026.
No orders will be accepted after May 17, 2026.

Download application forms:
sturgeoncounty.ca/dust-suppression

Questions?
Call: 780-939-8252 | Toll Free: 1-866-939-9303
Email: DustSuppression@sturgeoncounty.ca

Sturgeon

COUNTY

2026 LIMITED CONTROL
AREA AGREEMENTS

NOW AVAILABLE

Sturgeon County residents interested in
managing vegetation on municipally owned
road allowances adjacent to their properties
can now apply for the Limited Control Area

Agreement.

To submit your application, fill out

the agreement form on our website.
Scan the QR code to access it.

If you need assistance, call Open Space &
Agricultural Services at 780-939-8349.

®

Sturgeon

COUNTY
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Morinville RE/MAX realtors
donate $16,719 to Stollery
Children’s Hospital

The Morinville RE/MAX
office recently donat-
ed S16,719 to the Stollery
Children’s Hospital, con-
tinuing a long-standing
tradition of support from

Blair Borle Mortgage Architects photo

northern Alberta RE/MAX
agents.

This year marks a signif-
icant milestone, with total
donations from the region
surpassing $10 million.

The office expressed
gratitude to clients, noting
that their trust in RE/MAX
for real estate transactions
helped make this achieve-
ment possible.

Full tables, tight margins:
2025 dining out and travel recap

By Siddhartha Bhattacharya,
ATB ECONOMICS

Building on our previous
analysis of Alberta’s retail
spending patterns and their
key drivers in 2025, today’s
Twenty-Four dives into Al-
berta's restaurant sales and
international travel trends
over the past year.

Spending up, but diners
show restraint

Food services and drink-
ing establishments posted
stronger revenues in 2025
across the country with na-
tional sales up 5.6%.

Alberta establishments
saw a notable 5.9% increase,
improving on the 2.9% gain
in 2024.

While the overall increase
in revenues is significant,
the picture is less rosy when
adjusting for restaurant
food prices and population
growth.

Real* per capita restau-
rant sales only grew by 1.9%
last year.

While this is encouraging
given the 5.2% decline in
real per capita sales in 2024,
it still trails the 10-year av-
erage by 2.5%.

Profitability a challenge

amidst cost and labour
pressures
Despite  overall sales

growth, profitability in the
restaurant sector remains
under strain. Since the
pandemic, restaurant price

appreciation has lagged be-
hind grocery price hikes, as
we have shown, suggesting
that operators are absorb-
ing escalating costs rather
than passing them on fully
to consumers.

A November 2025 report
from Restaurants Cana-
da indicated that 44% of
operators were either los-
ing money or just breaking

Continued on page 7
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@ Bon Accord

building for tomorrow

Town of Bon Accord

Notice is hereby given that, under the provisions of the
Municipal Government Act, the Town of Bon Accord will offer
for sale, by public auction, in the Town of Bon Accord Council
Chambers, 5025 50 Avenue, Bon Accord, Alberta, on Friday,
March 27, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., the following land:

ROLL NUMBER LoT BLOCK PLAN C.of T.
50500 - 47 7721608 | 112279816
73300 33 9 729833 232153173

Each parcel will be offered for sale subject to a reserve bid and
to the reservations and conditions contained in the existing
certificate of title.

Town of Bon Accord may, after the public auction, become the
owner of any parcel of land not sold at the public auction.

Redemption may be affected by payment of all arrears of taxes
and costs at any time prior to the sale.

Terms: Cash or certified cheque. GST will apply.

www.bonaccord.ca.

Are you looking
topursue a
career in print
journalism? = %

CA MacLean Local Journalism Grant
Essay Competition

* 2 (two) - $2,000 grants available

e Open to Alberta students heading

into their minimum second year of a
post-secondary program relating to journalism
* Essay must convey the important role of
quality community journalism plays in our
modern world

CA Macl.ean, (j Alberts

scan the QR
code to view
application form

Weekly Newspapers

P — o '
OEESe e T teddafr e o Association

$$$ $$8
CASH FOR COINS

$SS $S$

WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT coins, FRANKLIN
Mint, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC, COLLECTOR'S COINS,
NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS, OLD COINS, OLD S,
GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS, BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS,
STERLING SILVER & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

WANTED - SELL ME YOUR

OLD JEWELRY & COINS!

Buying unwanted jewelry:

Old Jewelry, Gold Jewelry, Silver Jewelry,
Vintage Costume Jewelry, Platinum +++,
Broken Gold, Old Gold, Nuggets, Pendants,
Rings, Bracelets, Chains, Charm Bracelets, etc.

I | PAY CASH! I

ALSO BUYING GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,
BARS & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA
& FREE house calls.

.
Call or text NOW! Ph: 825-365-8557
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Dining out & travel recap
Continued from page 6

even, up from 41%
in June and sharply
higher than the 12%
recorded in 2019.

The labour market
remains a persistent
challenge for the ac-
commodation and

which continues to
face labour shortages.

As of Q3 2025, the
sector's job vacan-
Ccy rate was 4.9%,
exceeding the 2.7%
all-industry  aver-
age in Alberta. De-
spite four consecutive
years of growth since

just recovered to pre-
2015 levels.

Travel a key driver of
domestic activity

Cross-border travel
appears to be a sig-
nificant factor bol-
stering Alberta's din-
ing activity.

travel patterns last
year: the number of
Albertans returning
(viaroad and air) from
the U.S. was down by
11.6%, while Alberta
saw arise in U.S. visi-
tors (+6.7%) and visi-
tors from other coun-
tries (+23.3%).

contributed to record
spending by foreign
residents, reaching
S3.5billion in the first
nine months of 2025
- a 10% increase over
2024 levels.

The introduction of
several new domes-
tic and international

supported this trend.

Given the antici-
pated continued rise
in domestic travel
this year, we expect
another positive year
for the tourism sector
in 2026.

*Deflated by the Al-
berta Consumer Price

2021, employment in

Trade tensions with

This influx of in-

flights in Calgary and

Index for food pur-

food services sector, thisindustry hasonly the U.S. influenced ternational travelers Edmonton last year chasedatrestaurants.
International travellers entering or returning Real* per capita restaurant & bar sales in
to Alberta, 2025 vs 2024, % change in the number of travellers ﬁ,!be rta, 2017 dollars, annual
{{ ATB Economics ) '
22K
2.0K
10.0% 1.8K
- -
ik
1.2K
1.6%
.5, residents visiting Non-U.s, residents  Albertans returning from .ilb:rrlm:. visiting 1.0K
Alberta visiting Alberta the LS. Mﬂm‘-ﬁ:ﬂmﬂﬂ“ 05 N6 2007 ME 2019 2020 201 2022 2023 20 2035
I *Duflated by Alberta CPI feod purchased at restaurants
Source: Statistics Canada Table 24-10-0054-01 and ATE Economics Source: Statistics Canada and ATB Economics
Income tax season WOMBANIA by PETER MARINACCI

Continued from page 1

tax clinic, residents can
visit canada.ca/taxes or
contact the Morinville
Cultural
Centre or local library
for guidance on available

Community

services.

With tax season in full
swing, early prepara-
tion and awareness of
resources can make the
process smoother for
Morinville residents,
whether filing for the
first time or reviewing
years of previous returns.

YOUVE BOUGHT SO MUCH

mﬁmmmlumm

GOLD

Unused or unwanted Chains, Rings, Bangles, Coins

SENIORS’ SPECIAL 55+
10% more in March

Bonded since 1967

SILVER

Royal Canadian Mint sets
Canadian Silver Coins 1968 and older 10, 25, 50 & Silver dollars
US 1964 and earlier 10, 25, 50 & silver dollars
Silver flatware, tea sets, all things silver

We come to the privacy of your home, no fees!
Please call Joy or Ted 825-966-4373

(anadian Prairie Pickers

Pays Cash!

Doing business in Alberta since 1986

| PAY

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything
made of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,

CASH!!

CavL Tobp

and | can come to you!
| also purchase coin collections!

780-304-7995

SMALL ADS

BIG REACH

Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high
circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Redwater Review. Up to
25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included.

Additional words: 50c/each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.

Phone: 780-222-2016 E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.

Business
Opportunities

ONE OF A KIND BUSINESS FOR
SALE. Owner-Operated/ High Cash
Flow/ Limited Workdays! Serving
rural AB, SK and BC. 1smalltownal-
berta.com.

Custom Homes

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less). Reach
75 weekly newspapers. Call NOW
for  details. 1-800-282-6903;
www.awna.com; email classifieds@
awna.com.

Feed and Seed

BARLEY - *NEW-AB Standswell*
Smooth AWN, High Yielding, Grain
and Forage Great Lodging Resis-
tance. 1st NITROGEN USE EFFI-
CIENT CEREAL IN CANADA. At-
tracting Japanese Interest. OTHER
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC Austenson,
CDC Durango, CDC Maverick,
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT - Pintail,
Forage or Grain. OATS - AC Ju-
niper, AC Morgan, AC Mustang,
Derby, CDC SO1 Super Oat. PEAS
- Very Early Yellow Peas, Forage
Peas. ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish
Canola & Spring Triticale. Special
pricing on truckloads. www.mas-
tinseeds.com; 403-556-2609.

For Sale

32 REGISTERED RED ANGUS
YEARLING BULLS, quiet, easy
calving (43-88# BW with high
CE scores), great WW's, lots of
length and growth. From 6 herd

sires. EPD's available. Selling qual-
ity bulls for heifers and cows since
1992. Cleveley Cattle Company
780 689-2754.

SMALL HOME FOR SALE IN
THORHILD, large yard, carport,
quality renovation, main floor bed-
room, quartz countertops, new
doors, windows, shingles, ceil-
ing insulation, large 20x14 deck,
basement with half bath, laundry
area, cold room and bedroom.
Price $132,400 Phone or text Lil:
780-283-2343.

READY TO BURN FIREWOOD.
Birch, spruce/pine and tamarack.
We also have log truck loads of
spruce/pine and birch. We can
also deliver up to 5 cords of split
dry wood with our big dump
trailer. Delivery to your farm,
residence, cottage or cabin. Red
Baron Firewood. Call or text 780-
849-1168. Email red_baron_fire-
wood@hotmail.com.

Health

TRADITIONAL FOOT REFLEX-
OLOGY Now offered at Haven
Holistic Health Clinic in Morinville,
Alberta TO BOOK a Reflexology
session with Janet Gordon, Certi-
fied Reflexologist visit: havenclinic-
morinville.com.

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Other
medical conditions causing TROU-
BLE WALKING or DRESSING?
The Disability Tax Credit allows
for $3,000 yearly tax credit and
$30,000 lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Apply NOW;
quickest refund Nationwide: Expert

help. 1-844-453-5372.

Heavy Equipment
For Sale

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The Blan-
ket Classifieds or Value Ads connect
with more than 400,000 readers in
the province each week. Choose
from three packages beginning at
$269, $299 or $599 to share your
message in over 70 Weekly Com-
munity Newspapers. Contact THIS
NEWSPAPER today or email classi-
fieds@awna.com for more informa-
tion. Call 1-800-282-6903 or 780-
434-8746 or visit www.awna.com.

Grazing Lease
for Sale

SW 28-63-19-W4. Approx 3
Miles from Long Lake Provin-
cial Park. Fenced dug out corrals
and holding pens. $25,000 OBO.
780-576-3333.

Services

Scribbly: a whimsical, monthly
writing program mailed to your
home! Experience new levels of
writing skill & joy. Starting at $57
Cdn. Members in 18 countries.
www.kimdukewrites.com/Scribbly.

Travel

EXTRAORDINARY VILLA IN OS-
OYOOS, BC, breathtaking lake
views, just 3 minutes from town.
Vacation in Canada's warmest
destination. Or warmer weather,
two luxurious 5-star resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 306-716-
2671; osoyooslakevilla.com.



8 www.morinvillepress.com

Wednesday March 11, 2026 7%@ pgag

TOWN HALL

PLEASE JOIN
MP MICHAEL COOPER AND MLA DALE NALLY

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
530 PMTO 7 PM

Pembina Place

4944 - 53 Street
Redwater, AB

RSVPTO
MICHAEL.COOPER.C1A@PARL.GC.CA
780-459-0809

MICHAEL COOPER MP
ST. ALBERT—STURGEON RIVER

HON. DALE NALLY, MLA
MORINVILLE—ST. ALBERT

Sturgeon Memorial Inc

Funeral Bome & Crematorium
x>

Direct Cremation $1290* "
Includes
Transfer to funeral home within 50 KM, cremation tray,

plastic urn, 12 death certificates, Executor's checklist

Traditional Burial $29901§f::et

*Price subject to change

Pre~planning~ International Shipping~ AISH Accepted

Funeral Director on call 24 hours a day
In office by appointment

780-921-3900

5016 - 47 Avenue, Bon Accord, AB
smemorial.ca
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STURGEDN

+ PLUMBING  HEATINE

STURGEONPLUMBING

?B80:266!6887
& WATER TREATMENT & BAS FITTING
& [RAIN CLEAKING & AND 50 MUCH MORE! &

D SURVEYS

E Miersma, ALS, MSc.

Professional Surveying for your Land
. Subdivisions
. Real Property Reports
. Property Lines
. Consulting
{780) 996-5739
RR1, Sturgecn County, jon@highlandsurveys.ca

AB TOA 1NS www.highlandsurveys.ca

ALFREDO’S

umbing & gasfitting inc
780-964-3079 or 780-942-3245

allredosplumbingandgas@gmailcom

Service. Reno's, New Housing. In-Floor Heating,
Drain Cleaning. Furnace and Hot Water Tank Replacement

Box 254, Redwater AB TOA-ZW0

Ve accept Eﬁ‘

Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Dr. Darren Romanowski &
Dr. Dave Yuen General Dentists

Box 3010
10407 - 100 Ave.
Morinville, Alberta TBR 1S1

HRose City Memortals

We have met the memorial needs of many families

it BT e, CATEREY
- =

Office: 780-939-1288
Cell: 780-916-5845
Res: 780-921-3114

Leah Hogg Bernice Cobler
Mornville Sales Rep. Washiock Soles Rep.
780-915-5625 FB0-349-4355

™~ Gilchrist Consulting
= ~ e e

Have you received your compensation lately?
Houston Qil, Sequoia, or others?

“Lcan help.

“Give mea call at 587.989.4180

RobinWood | 3 EDLA
Over 25 Years Experience To Serve You “PROFESSIONAL SERVICE™

* Water & Sewer * Weeping Tile * Rood Building * Submersible Pumps + Jet Pumps * Sump Pumps

« Septic Tank, Cistern  + Demodition ) ?’"‘dsii"s""'ﬂ +Sewage Pumps * Pressure Tanks = Water Treatment

Replocement, Repair + Sie Preperation o o * R/O Systems « Well Inspections
- Design Sewer System - Site Reclomation  + Buikdng Approach DEALER OF GOULDS WATER SYSTEMS
" Bosement Digging  * Dug Ous, Trenching * Form Work TERRY BERGSTREISER Ph: (760) 939-4944
Residential & Commercial Cell: 243-4032
Ph: 780-961-4079 Cell: 780-206-0297 E-mail: redlac2019@hotmail.com
robinwood68a@hotmail.com

DUNRITE EAVESTROUGHING LTD.

¥ you want it done right, call DunRite

OVER 100 COLOURS TOCHOOSE FROM
Mwrinum S0t & Fescla » Rain Eamels
Dretallod Cumdes + Cwner Estimates & lngtalls
24 Howr Arswering Sendos « Wamaniied Service
Manterance Free Guiter Clesn Systams

& W

e Royal Growp

EDMONTON & SURROUNDING AREAS
RESDENTRAL = COMMERCIAL

105, OFF IWNTER WORK « SENIOR ISCOUNTS

780-265-3600




