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By Colin Smith

A police commis-
sion is not in the cards 
for Morinville, but 
the town council con-
tinues to look at ways 
to enhance public en-
gagement with local 
law enforcement. 

A report on the pos-
sibility of establishing 

a police commission 
or other types of for-
mal liaison between 
the community and 
the police service was 
presented to council 
at its regular meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 28. 

At the same meet-
ing, Acting Staff Ser-
geant Lew Simms, 
commander of the 

Morinville RCMP de-
tachment, present-
ed its quarterly re-
port, including crime 
statistics. 

The police commis-
sion report came out 
of a motion passed 
by council August 22 
that directed admin-
istration to conduct a 
study focusing on the 

political intricacies 
and financial impli-
cations that would 
arise from creation 
of such a body for 
Morinville. 

At that time mover 
Mayor Simon Boers-
ma stated that a po-
lice commission 
complements law en-
forcement and could 

provide oversight and 
transparency, enable 
long-term planning 
and increase commu-
nity involvement. 

However, as point-
ed out in the report 
by Sharleen Edwards, 
General Manager of 
Community and In-
frastructure Services, 
Morinville is not ac-
tually eligible to form 
a police commission. 

Under the Alber-
ta Police Act, police 

commissions are 
mandated to provide 
oversight of munici-
pal police forces such 
as those in Edmonton 
and Calgary. 

Municipalities that 
have other policing 
arrangements, nota-
bly contracts with the 
RCMP, can establish 
policing committees 
or RCMP advisory 
committees. 

Morinville Community High School’s production of Roald Dahl’s Matilda consisted of a 
cast of 35 student actors, including five from Georges H. Primeau Middle School, giving 
the range of performers from Grades 7 to 12. – Stephen Dafoe Photo

Matilda is born to less-than-happy parents in the opening scene of Morinville Community 
High School’s production of Roald Dahl’s Matilda. – Stephen Dafoe Photo

SNOWPLOWS
Name our Morinville

CONTEST

Visit engagemorinville.ca or scan QR code above to submit your entry! 
Submissions open until December 17. Voting open December 21 to January 9.

Morinville Council considers alternatives to police 
commission for enhanced public engagement 

Continued on page 2

Happy 
Holidays
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The role of a po-
licing committee is 
similar to that of a 
police commission 
within the bounds of 
the Municipal Police 
Service Agreement, 
representing the in-
terests of council to 
the officer in charge. 

Committee over-
sight over RCMP de-
tachments that pro-
vide policing service 
under the federal/
provincial contract 
is limited because of 
federal legislation 

and policies. 
RCMP adviso-

ry committees are 
formed by the offi-
cer in charge of an 
RCMP detachment to 
provide advice to the 
officer on policing 
concerns and policies 
and serve as an infor-
mation source for the 
community. 

They do not have 
official status. 

Following the pre-
sentation, Council-
lor Ray White raised 
the question of what 

council would be at-
tempting to accom-
plish by establish-
ing a formal body to 
provide liaison with 
the Morinville RCMP 
detachment. 

White pointed to 
the quarterly report 
presented earlier by 
Simms, in which he 
indicated that crime 
had gone down. 

In the report, 
Simms also said there 
had been three suc-
cessful “Coffee With 
A Cop” sessions, in 
which area residents 
had an opportunity 
to meet and have dis-
cussions with him. 
One of those was in 
Morinville, the first 

to be held in the town 
itself. 

Edwards said an-
other Coffee With A 
Cop session is to be 
held in Morinville in 
February, and a Pop 
With A Cop session 
for youth is also com-
ing up. 

Councillor Scott 
Richardson put for-
ward the idea that the 
information from the 
RCMP quarterly re-
ports be made avail-
able to participants 
in the community 
sessions. 

“There is a percep-
tion that crime is up,” 
Richardson said. 

“When we see the 
report it is actual-
ly down. Having that 
would relate back to 
the community and 
cut fear-mongering 
on social media.” 

He said some meet-
ings should be struc-
tured to give a sense 
of direction. White 
expressed his con-
cern about not having 
a sense of what costs 
might be in setting up 
a formal police-com-
munity liaison body. 

“I’m very comfort-
able putting this aside 
for a little bit,” said 
Councillor Maurice 

St. Denis. “I’d like to 
know what kind of 
turnout we get and 
feedback.” 

At the end of the 
discussion, council 
passed motions di-
recting administra-
tion to come back 
in May with report 
providing informa-
tion on options for a 
formal committee, 
to report on engage-
ment opportunities 
with the RCMP and 
community. 

In the Morinville 
detachment quarter-
ly report for July 1 to 
September 30, Simms 
stated that overall 
offences dealt with 
were down some 15% 
compared to the same 
period last year. 

Total criminal code 
offences were down 
by 31% from 245 in 
2022 to 170 this year. 

Municipal statistics 
show persons crimes 
were down 47% to 33 
and property crimes 
at 95 compared to 98 
last year, a drop of 3%. 

There were 42 oth-
er Criminal Code of-
fences, including 
offensive weapons, 
disturbing the peace, 
and failing to comply 
and breaches. 

Bucking the trend, 
crimes that increased 
in this period this 
year include sexu-
al assaults, from two 
to six, break and en-
ter, from 10 to 13, and 
theft under $5,000, 
from 19 to 22. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Morinville Council considers 
alternatives to police commission 
for enhanced public engagement 

Council is looking to create more engagement opportunities 
between residents and the Morinville RCMP. 
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Why did the chicken cross the 
road? Because all the chickens want 
to live at École Morinville Pub-
lic School! Would you like to know 
more? Well sit back, relax, and let 
us give you the “Scoop from the 
Coop”! We currently have 14 chick-
ens in our flock, some are sweet, 
some have attitudes, and some en-
joy creating a little trouble around 
our day! Just like our Dragons, each 
have their very own personalities 
with our 4 silkies being the friend-
liest and most fashionable chickens 
and our littlest chicken, “Chicken 
Little”, proving way above her size 
by definitely being the sassiest! The 
chickens are truly part of our Drag-
on family and our students take part 
in every aspect of care for our flock. 
They are responsible for helping 

clean the coop, collect the 
eggs, feed the chickens, 
play with them, nurture 
them and even put them 
to bed. All our chickens 
are laying eggs now and 
while we started off a lit-
tle slow, we are collecting 
more eggs than we ever 
thought we would get from 
our coop. Over the past few 
weeks, we have been col-

lecting five dozen eggs per week!
We love to look at the rainbow of 

eggs that are being laid as we now 
have green ones, white ones, brown 
ones and speckled ones, and our 
Dragons are very proud to donate 
the eggs to various places within 
Morinville. 

Make no mistake that as much as 
we love our chickens, our chickens 
love being part of the École Morin-
ville Public School family too. Even 
though there are a few escape artists 
in training, we know they just do 
that when they are lonely and want 
some attention and love! So while 
we still can’t answer which comes 
first, the chicken or the egg, one 
thing we know for sure is Dragons 
and chickens were always meant to 
be the best of friends.

Did you know in 1936, the Northrup family moved 
to Legal and opened Northrup's Reliance Service 
Station which was located two miles north and 
one mile west of Legal Corner? It began as a small 
store with living quarters, then a few years later 
an addition to the store was built and a tin-lined 
warehouse to store oil, grease and other products 
was constructed, and two electric gas pumps were 
also installed on a cement island. The family also 
built three 2-bedroom cabins to accommodate 
tourists that visited the area. The family operated 
the business until 1957 when they moved from 
Legal.

We will not be 
publishing a paper on 

December 27.
Happy Holidays!

Four Winds Public School recent-
ly hosted the Energy & Electricity 
Expo, an event tailored for our Grade 
5 and 6 students. Collaborating with 
Inside Education, the Expo delivered 
an immersive, station-based pro-
gram that brought energy, electric-
ity, climate, and stewardship topics 
to life in a hands-on manner.

The stations that students circu-
lated between included: 

• Natural Resource Grab Bag - 
What are renewable and non-re-
newable resources? 

• Natural Region 
Map - Where are 
Alberta’s natural re-
sources found?

• The Power Play - How do we get 
electricity from a natural resource? 

• Watt’s Up Energy Meters - 
How much electricity do different 
devices use? 

• Map of Canada - What natu-
ral resources do we use to generate 
electricity across Canada? 

• Hand Crank Generator & Elec-
tricity Poster - How much energy 
does it take to turn on a lightbulb? 

• Renewable Energy - How is re-
newable energy used in Alberta?

• Energy Moves Board Game - 
What steps are involved in setting 
up an energy project?

• Eye Spy a Steward & CARE 
Kit - What’s my role as a climate 
steward? 

This event not only enhanced 
our students' comprehension of 
electricity and magnetism but also 
delved into topics like renewable 
and non-renewable energy re-
sources, aligning with the 2023-
2024 pilot curriculum.

Camilla Grade 8’s partic-
ipated in the Skills Explo-
ration Challenge on Water 
Conservation. 

The students were given 
time to prepare their proj-
ect and then create the proj-
ect hands on using various 

supplies and tools. This chal-
lenge gave the students an op-
portunity to learn about dif-
ferent trades and technology.

It was a great day and their 
projects turned out fabulous!

Four Winds Public School

Camilla School

École Morinville  
Public School
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Rene's Vacuum Service Inc.
• Vacuum Trucks
• Septic Tanks / Holding Tanks
• Sumps / Car Washes / Pits
• Hydro-Vac Excavation
• Portable Toilet Rental
• Grease Traps
• Steam / Pressure Washer

www.renesvacuum.com   |  office@renesvacuum.com

Sturgeon county, Westlock County, St. Albert & area
780-961-3064

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

The annual Christmas festival 
in the town of Legal unfolded 
with great success over the past 
weekend on Saturday, December 
2nd, at Legal's Centennial RV Park. 
The event witnessed a remarkable 
turnout, drawing in a vibrant 
and enthusiastic crowd eager to 
partake in the festive celebrations.
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Your career ad at www.morinvillepress.com

BIG REACH
SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free 

in the Redwater Review. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/each. 
Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

Shoe RepaiR Shop FoR Sale
Very Busy Shoe Repair Shop in Spruce Grove, AB.  

Specializing in all Safety, Work and Cowboy Boots. 
 » Must see to believe, how busy this shop actually is.  
 » Will teach, coach and advise shoe repair business.
 » Possibility to develop multiple Shoe Repair Shops.

Call George at 780.819.3777 to discuss potential.

Shoe RepaiR Shop FoR Sale
Very Busy Shoe Repair Shop in Spruce Grove, AB.  

Specializing in all Safety, Work and Cowboy Boots. 
 » Must see to believe, how busy this shop actually is.  
 » Will teach, coach and advise shoe repair business.
 » Possibility to develop multiple Shoe Repair Shops.

Call George at 780.819.3777 to discuss potential.

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$799
Advertise 
Province-wide 

plus GSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

Ask about the

$799Advertise 
Province-wide 

with a combined circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... plus GST

Auctions
MEIER FIREARM AND SPORTSMAN AUCTION, 
Saturday December 16, 10AM Rifles, Shotguns, 
Ammo., Hunting Supplies. 4740 57 ST Wetaskiwin. 
Consignments accepted up to sale time. Free Pickup.  
Visit www.meierauction.com PH 780 440-1860.

Aviation
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 words or less). Reach almost 
90  weekly newspapers. Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903 Ext 225; www.awna.com.  

Career Training
GETYOUR MESSAGE SEEN ACROSS Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value Ads reach over 600,000 
Alberta readers weekly. Two options starting at $269 
or $799 to get your message out! Business changes, 
hiring, items for sale, cancellations, tenders, etc. Peo-
ple are increasingly staying home and rely on their 
local newspapers for information. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 90 Weekly Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-282-6903, 780-434-
8746 X225. www.awna.com. 

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, 
Heated, or Spring Thresh. Prompt Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excreta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, Tough, 
Light, Bugs, Spring Thrashed... Barley, Wheat, Oats, 
Peas, Flax, Canola. "On Farm Pickup". Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252.

Hay F0r Sale
SQUARE SHEDDED HAY bales, $7.50 obo, Namao 
area. Call Robert 780-973-5846. If not in, please 
leave phone number.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Other medical condi-
tions causing TROUBLE WALKING or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax Credit allows for $3,000 yearly tax 
credit and $30,000 lump sum refund. Take advantage 
of this offer. Apply NOW; quickest refund Nation-
wide: Expert help. 1-844-453-5372.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why suffer employment/li-
censing loss? Travel/business opportunities? Be em-
barrassed? Think: Criminal Pardon. US entry waiver. 
Record purge. File destruction. Free consultation. 
1-800-347-2540. www.accesslegalmjf.com. 

Wanted
CASH PAID FOR GOLD, SILVER & PLATINUM! 
Buying coins, collections, 999 bullion, bars, in-
gots, jewelry,nuggets, sterling, old money. PUR-
CHASING ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS! Call Todd 
1-250-864-3521. 

SMALL FAMILY FARM looking for cultivated farm-
land or hayland in the Thorhild area for 2024. Com-
petitive rates, timely payment & flexible terms. 
780-689-6755.

Observing from a shed rooftop vantage point, 
a Merlin falcon, scientifically known as Falco 
columbarius, demonstrates its adaptation to 
urban environments. With sharp eyes and agile 
wings, this small but formidable raptor thrives in 
varied habitats where it efficiently hunts primarily 
small birds. – Stephen Dafoe Photo

It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of our 
Mother, Ruby Vi Schneider on 
Wednesday, November 29, 2023 
at Westlock Continuing Care 
Centre at the age of 94, a few days 
shy of her 95th birthday. Mom 
will be lovingly remembered 
by her daughter, Linda (Don); 
sons, Dennis (Yvette) and Hal (Karen); her 8 grandchildren, 
Lee (Christine), Jamie (Hollie), Ted (Allison), Clayton (Kayla), 
Brad and Brian, Stephanie and Adam (Megan); 9 great grand-
children, Dorian, Ariel, Jasmine, Calvin, Matthew, Kianna, 
Drew, Jameson and Lily Mae; as well as numerous extended 
family and friends. Whether you called her Ruby, Mom, Aunty 
or Granny she will be remembered for her love of her family 
and friends. Her love of curling for so many years. Not to forget 
she loved BINGO. Ruby always said, “I'm a tough ol' farm girl” 
we will miss her. Ruby's wishes were for no funeral service and 
cremation will take place. 

Arrangements entrusted to the care of  
Sturgeon Memorial Funeral Chapel (780) 921-3900.

Ruby Vi Schneider 
(nee Samis)

December 13, 1928 ~ November 29, 2023
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GLENN FISHER TEAM GLENN FISHER:
780-913-2493

HEATHER
MOELLERING:
780-699-7914
TARA FISHER:
780-932-0196

JANINE PEQUIN:
780-349-0361

REAL ESTATE
Each office independently owned & operated.

10018 - 100 Avenue, MORINVILLE
Website: www.glennfisher.com Email: glenn@glennfisher.com

IRP Approved Agent

4.99 ACRES BY BUSBY 
Room for everything on this 
4.99 acres with a 2400 sq ft 
1 1/2 storey home that has 5 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and a 
full unfinished basement that 
is framed in for an additional 
2 bedrooms. House was 

originally built in 2009 on a crawlspace but was lifted and 
had a full basement installed in 2013. Bsmt has roughed 
in plumbing for another bathroom and a wet bar. This 
home was built for energy efficiency with walls built from 
structural insulated panels (30-50% more efficient). If has 
in floor hot water heating system powered by 2 electric 
boilers that were installed in 2013. Features 2 sided wood 
burning fireplace, large kitchen/dining room, moveable 
island, double oven, gleaming wood ceilings, main floor 
laundry, chair lift to 2nd floor and more. Master suite has 
2 w/i closets, gorgeous ensuite, and private loft area with 
door to future balcony. Double det'd garage with loft 
space above. Lots of fruit trees, firepit, trails throughout 
the trees. A few minutes SW of Busby, just over a half 
hour to Edmonton. $484,900. Call Heather to view.

FULL QUARTER OF LAND 
IN THORHILD COUNTY 

Full quarter of open pasture 
and bush land approximate-
ly 1 hour north of Edmonton 
in Thorhild County. About 
100 acres has been brushed 
in the past few years and just 

needs clean up of the brush piles to make open land. 
This portion had been used as hay land many years ago 
so could potentially be hay or grain land again. The re-
mained 59 acres is large, mature bush land. The land is 
fenced and there are two good dugouts so it's all ready 
for your animals. Also a few nice building spots on this 
property and power runs along both the range road and 
township road. Great spot for hunting, quadding, snow-
mobiling. County bylaws allow for subdivision of this 
land. $279,900 plus gst. Call Heather for more info.

SMOKY LAKE BUNGALOW 
WITH HEATED GARAGE 

Just over 1400sq.ft move 
in ready bungalow right in 
the heart of Smoky Lake. 
The kitchen was completely 
renovated in 2012, with new 
cabinets, built in hidden 

dishwasher, counter top gas stove, built in microwave 
and oven, beautiful hood fan, and engineered wood 
floors. There is a great butler's pantry with cabinets that 
match the kitchen. 2012 renos also include main floor 
bathrooms, new moulding and trim, main floor light 
fixtures, and a high efficiency furnace. The basement 
is prewired for surround sound for optimal movie night 
enjoyment. The oversized primary bedroom has 3 
closets and 3 pce ensuite. The house boasts RAYOMAX 
windows and is a spacious open floor plan. Garage 
and house roof redone in 2009. The oversized 28X30 
heated garage, low maintenance deck, and a newer 
fence complete this must see house. Smoky Lake has 
everything you need with doctors, dentist, grocery 
stores, close to many lakes and is about an hour and 15 
min to Edmonton. $289,900. Call Janine to view.

ONLY $59,900 IN 
MORINVILLE 

Affordable living without 
sacrificing space! This mobile 
home is two single-wides 
attached to each other, 
offering over 1200 sq ft of 
space! The large entry offers a 

boot closet as well as additional storage and flexible space 
for a dining room, family room, or office. The kitchen has 
a pantry space and is open concept onto the living room. 
Down the hall are the bedrooms - a master bedroom with 
a two-piece ensuite as well as three additional bedrooms 
sharing a four piece bathroom. Patio space outside by the 
front deck with two storage sheds, and room to park for 
two vehicles, with easy access to main street Morinville. 
This mobile home is waiting for you to make it your own! 
Call Tara for more info. 

ONLY $164,900 FOR  
2 BEDROOM BUNGALOW 

IN LEGAL
Looking for affordable living 
that's move in ready? This 2 
bedroom bungalow in Legal 

is perfect for first time buyers, investors or seniors who aren't 
quite ready to give up their pets and move into a lodge. Many 
upgrades over the years including furnace, vinyl siding and 
windows. Renos in the past year include all new bathroom with 
stacked washer and dryer and on demand hot water heater, 
new counter tops and backsplash in kitchen, eavestroughs, 
sump pit and pump. Fresh paint thoughout. Brand new carpet 
in bedrooms and lino in bathroom and back entrance and 
the living room/kitchen flooring is only a few years old. Large 
75'x66' fenced lot with fire pit, flower beds, deck and plenty of 
parking space for a couple of cars and holiday trailer. Or build 
a garage if you like. Ramp is also in place for easy access with 
wheelchairs or walkers. Legal is a great small town that's only 
a few minutes north of Legal. Move in ready! $164,900. Call 
Heather to view.

HORSE LOVER’S  
DREAM PROPERTY 

This 75 acre property has plenty 
of space for people with a 
5br 3ba AIR CONDITIONED 
bungalow with a four season 
sun room, deck, and patio as 
well as a 2br2ba 70'x16' mobile 

home. Presently operating as a horse boarding facility and kids 
camp. The cover-all 120'x72' sand arena is set up with lights, 
two large o/d doors and two people doors. The metal clad 
48'x32' barn is powered and heated with a concrete floor, 7 
box stalls and a tack room, with the back opening up onto 
fenced space. Near the barn is a 212'x140' outdoor fenced 
sand riding arena. Add pasture land, corrals and five heated 
watering bowls. Room for more than horses with chicken coops 
and multiple storage sheds - and if the people are feeling left 
out there's a 64'x40' powered and insulated quonset with a 14' 
door and concrete floor as well as a 28'x22' office building that 
was converted from a garage. Space for guests as well with a 
future bunk house near the vegetable garden! Only 20 mins 
from St. Albert - don't miss! $1,200,000. Call Glenn to view.

10 ACRES OF HEAVY 
INDUSTRIAL LAND  
NEAR REDWATER

Welcome to an exceptional 
investment opportunity in the 
heart of the thriving Industrial 
Heartland by Redwater. This 
10.03-acre parcel of land is 

strategically zoned as Heavy Industrial, offering endless 
potential for businesses seeking a prime location to establish 
their operations. Located near highway 38 and the Town of 
Redwater, there is already power and gas on the property. 
There is also an old 42'x280' barn that could still be useable 
for storage. $350,000. Call Heather for more info.

NEW LISTING

SOLD

www.cdnres.com / info@cdnres.com / 780-961-3500
Edmonton Area for over 30 years

Proudly serving clients in Edmonton and the Greater

Follow us on For market updates and more

IT’S A SIGN!

Dr. Darren Romanowski &
Dr. Dave Yuen  General Dentists

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

On December 4, 2023, at 
07:26 a.m., Morinville RCMP 
received a report of a seri-
ous motor vehicle collision 
on Highway 28 near Town-
ship Road 552. Upon arriv-
al, emergency crews tended 
to one driver, a 30-year-old 

resident of St. Albert, who 
died on scene. The driver of 
the other vehicle was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries. 
RCMP remained on scene for 
several hours investigating. 
RCMP have now cleared the 
scene and normal traffic flow 

has resumed. Although ear-
ly in the investigation. Poor 
road conditions are believed 
to have been a contributing 
factor.

RCMP wish to express our 
condolences to the family 
and friends of the deceased. 

Morinville RCMP respond to 
fatal motor vehicle collision

RCMP
ROYAL CANADIAN  
MOUNTED POLICE


