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By Stephen Dafoe 

Sturgeon County 
resident and former 
County Councillor 
Wayne Bokenfohr 
knows the impor-
tance of protecting 
rural property own-
ers against crime, 
which has increased 
recently. 

Having previously 
been in the security 
business, he is help-
ing rural and urban 
residents and com-
panies protect them-
selves and their prop-
erties with the Ajax 

product line of home 
security systems. 

"The police can't 
get there fast enough, 
so we're going to have 
to start policing our-
selves," Bokenfohr 
said. "The unique 
part about the prod-
uct is it is wireless and 
has its own protocol. 
The components can 
transmit up to one 
mile, for residential or 
business customers, 
which is quite signif-
icant in the wireless 
industry. That enables 
you to monitor out-
side buildings." 

Bokenfohr sees 
wireless technology 
as of particular value 
to residential prop-
erty owners in urban 
or rural settings. "I 
see rural acreages as 
the ones who can take 
advantage of the dis-
tance that can be cov-
ered without having 
to trench." 

Another unique fea-
ture of the systems 
Bokenfohr makes 
available to his clients 
is an app that runs and 
monitors the system 

By Colin Smith

Council will hold 
a special meeting 
on Tuesday, July 18, 
to approve the third 
reading of bylaw 
amendments en-
abling a much-an-
ticipated Coeur de 
Morinville project to 
go ahead.

Phase two of a 
mixed-use, multi-
unit apartment 
complex on a 100 
Avenue lot connect-
ing with the existing 
West Block mixed-
use development at 
10507-100 Avenue.

On May 18, the 
town received an 
application for 
amendments to 
the Land Use By-
law governing the 

site, which is zoned 
direct control dis-
trict (DC-4-1), from 
A.J. Hendricks Con-
struction Ltd. on 
behalf of the land-
owner, 1513143 Al-
berta Ltd. O/A Trade 
Developments.

At its July 11 reg-
ular meeting, Se-
nior Planner Duncan 
Martin told council 
that the request-
ed amendments 
are not substantial 
and align with Mo-
rinville's munic-
ipal development 
plan and the Coeur 
de Morinville area 
structure plan. 

The amendments 
would allow for an 
increased dwelling 
unit density of about 
ten additional units, 

permit a building 
height of five rath-
er than four sto-
reys, and remove 
the stipulation that 
commercial uses be 
located only on the 
ground floor.

The minimum 
number of visi-
tor parking spaces 
would decrease by 
one, and commer-
cial spaces would 
drop by six.

Martin pointed out 
that additional visi-
tor and commercial 
parking stalls are 
available along 100 
Avenue, and that 
a similar variance 
had been allowed for 
phase one without 
any parking issues.

Land Use Bylaw 
amendments for 100 
Avenue development 
await final decision

Former county 
councillor empowers 

rural property 
owners with wireless 

security systems 

Stephen Dafoe Photo

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 4

Amendments to the Land Use Bylaw to allow the development of the East 
Block second phase of a mixed commercial/residential complex on 100 Avenue 
passed the first and second reading on Tuesday, July 11. The third reading has 
been scheduled for a special meeting on Tuesday, July 18. – File Photo
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Sometimes you feel a need to be in charge to 
prove that you are capable, Aries. This week 
take a back seat and fall in line with the es-
tablished modus operandi.

You may get into the habit of focusing on past 
mistakes, Taurus. This week, instead of falling 
into old habits, think about how you can grow 
and learn from your mistakes.

Gemini, it’s time to be sociable and put out 
feelers for different adventures. Make sure 
you share on social media channels that you’re 
available and ready to have fun.

Cancer, keep track of your mood this week, as 
it is easy to swing from glad to glum in no time 
at all. Friends can help keep you on a more even 
keel for the time being.

Leo, a refreshing sense of energy comes your 
way, and you start to jump head-first into all 
of those projects that have been pushed aside. 
You’ll sail through tasks in no time flat. 

An interesting travel opportunity comes your 
way, Virgo. However, at first glance it might not 
seem like the type of trip you would normally 
take. Keep an open mind and be surprised.

Treat yourself to something special in the days 
to come, Libra. Perhaps it is a costly fragrance 
you’ve been spying or a new piece of furniture. 
You earned the indulgence.

It’s time to take your foot off the gas and slow 
down to a crawl, Scorpio. A well deserved break 
should be on your itinerary; otherwise, you may 
burn through all of your fuel prematurely.

Sagittarius, teamwork is the answer right now, 
especially when your to-do list seems to be 
growing exponentially. Recruit some close con-
fidantes to help you along the way. 

Make your career a priority this week, Capri-
corn. You may be feeling unsettled where you 
are now. There is no saying where things will 
go, so exercise caution when making decisions.

Aquarius, wanderlust is on your brain. You’ve 
been fantasizing about all of the grand adven-
tures you can take. Figure out a way to fund a 
getaway and get started.

Pisces, something profound may have hap-
pened to you and you may need to sift through 
all of your feelings over the next few days. Take 
all the time you need to process.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
1. Commoner
5. Tea leaf
11. They save you a table
14. Submissions
15. Secretly revealed
18. Personification of the 
sea (Norse)
19. Unreal
21. No seats available
23. Bangladeshi currency
24. Leaders
28. Famed garden
29. Denotes past
30. Not living
32. Midway between 
south and southeast
33. Small island (British)
35. Woman (French)

36. Wife
39. Two-toed sloth
41. Blood group 
42. Soaks
44. Biu-Mandara 
language of Cameroon
46. Japanese prefecture
47. Place to be during a 
rock concert
49. Fully grown humans
52. Emaciation
56. Sparkling
58. Fruits you peel
60. Derived from a noun
62. Popular items to grill
63. Port in Yemen
CLUES DOWN
1. Before
2. Actress Dunham

3. This (Spanish)
4. Director Peter
5. Dominant
6. English artists' society 
(abbr.)
7. NY Giants legend
8. It’s in the ground
9. No No No
10. Pesky insect
12. Danish-American 
muckraking journalist
13. Kids love to do it
16. Good Gosh!
17. Fakes
20. A citizen of Denmark
22. Mystic syllable
25. Commercial
26. Letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet
27. Helpers
29. Water (French)
31. Young woman

34. Red-brown sea bream
36. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid
37. Comprehends
38. Walk with confidence
40. Home of the Flyers
43. Appetizer
45. News organization
48. Source of the Nile
50. A way to march
51. Soluble ribonucleic 
acid
53. Egyptian bull-god
54. Children's author 
Blyton
55. Baseball pitching stat
57. Rude young person
58. Table napkin
59. Monetary unit in Asia
61. One-time AL MVP 
Vaughn

WORDS
CARE
CAT

COLLARED
COMPANION
CONTAIN
DOG

FENCE
HEALTH
EMBEDDED
LATCHED

LEASH
LOCATE
LOST
MICROCHIP

OWNERSHIP
PRECAUTION
PROTECT
REGISTER

SECURITY

SHELTER

VETERINARIAN
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Musée 
Morinville 
Museum 

Attendant 
Donna Gar-
rett looks at 

two of 20 
paintings on 

loan from 
the Alberta 
Foundation 
for the Arts 

until July 27. 
The exhibit 
titled 40 is 

the New 20 
includes 20 
pieces from 
the last 40 

years of 
exhibits.  – 

Stephen 
Dafoe 
Photo

A.C. Waring
& Associates Inc.

Licensed Insolvency Trustee
Trustee in Bankruptcy

DEBT
SOLUTIONS

www.DEBTFREE.ca
First Edmonton Place, Suite 410,

10665 Jasper Ave.

Personal and Business

FREE
Consultation

1-800-463-3328
 780-424-9944

Debt/Credit Counselling 
Creditor Negotiations 
Bankruptcy Alternatives
Debt Consolidation 
Consumer Proposals 
Bankruptcy Protection

Sturgeon County Bounty delights visitors 
with food, music, and entertainment

Food trucks, axe 
throwing, inflat-
ables, venues, and 
more were bustling 
with activity, offer-
ing a plethora of op-
tions for the public to 
enjoy at the Sturgeon 
County Bounty on 
Thursday, July 13. At-
tendees had an abun-
dance of things to do 
and see throughout 
the event. In addi-
tion to the mouth-
watering delights 
served by the food 
trucks, various ven-
dors displayed their 
crafts and products, 
enticing visitors with 
unique and intrigu-
ing offerings.

The lively at-
mosphere was fur-
ther enhanced by the 
melodic tunes of the 
Echo Creek Band, 
captivating the crowd 
with their exceptional 
musical talents. Peo-
ple of all ages were 
seen tapping their 
feet and swaying to 
the rhythm, thor-
oughly immersed in 
the vibrant ambiance.

Moreover, the pres-
ence of Dallas Arcand, 
a renowned three-
time world champi-
on hoop dancer from 
Alexander First Na-
tions, added an extra 
layer of excitement 
to the event. His 

mesmerizing dance 
performances left 
spectators in awe as 
they marveled at his 
skill and grace.

Overall, the Stur-
geon County Bounty 
proved to be a de-
lightful gathering, 
providing a diverse 
range of experiences 
for everyone in at-
tendance. From in-
dulging in delectable 
cuisine to exploring 
unique vendors and 
being enthralled by 
captivating music 
and dance perfor-
mances, there was 
an abundance of ac-
tivities and sights to 
enjoy.

Photos by Shauna Krankowsky



4 www.morinvillepress.com Wednesday  July 19, 2023

Other amendments 
reduce the required 
loading stalls, elimi-
nate the requirement 
for separate com-
mercial and residen-
tial entrances and 
allow for a combined 
garbage, grease and 
recycling contain-
ment area.

The administra-
tion recommend-
ed conducting the 
first, second and 
third readings in the 
same night as a pub-
lic hearing had been 
advertised. 

The first reading 
of the Land Use By-
law amendments was 
approved without 
discussion through 
council's consent 
agenda procedure.

The meeting in-
cluded a public hear-
ing at which Mor-
inville Chamber of 

Commerce Manag-
er Roberta Pawluk 
spoke in support of 
what she referred to 
as the 100 Block East 
development.

"We all know that 
there are a lot of 
missing teeth on 
main street," Pawluk 
said. "It would be an 
amazing addition to 
have an attractive 
building." 

"I feel, and the 
chamber feels, that if 
we start developing, 
future developments 
will grow, and there 
will be a snowball 
effect."

Following the pub-
lic hearing, Council-
lor Jenn Anheliger 
moved that council 
approve the sec-
ond reading of the 
amendment’s bylaw. 

"I'm definitely go-
ing to support this," 
declared Councillor 
Ray White. "It's not 

usual for me to sup-
port three readings 
in one meeting. I 
am going to support  
second reading and  
third reading.”

"I don't see any 
hangups with this. 
I think it would be 
good for the town," 
commented May-
or Simon Boersma. 
"Seeing something 
on that land is going 
to be amazing." 

The second reading 
passed unanimously, 
with Councillor Scott 
Richardson not in 
attendance.

Due to time con-
straints for getting 
the project under-
way during construc-
tion season and with 
council taking a 
summer break, the 
administration rec-
ommended that third 
reading should be 
given to the bylaw at 
this meeting, which 

requires unanimous 
consent.

Along with White, 
Councillors Jenn An-
heliger, Maurice St. 
Denis, and Ray White 
spoke in favour of 
moving ahead with 
the third reading.

However, Boers-
ma raised a ques-
tion about whether 
Morinville residents 
had been adequate-
ly informed about 
the proposed de-
velopment and the 
amendments sought.

"I've heard from 
several members of 
the community that 
they did not know 
that this was going 
forward," he said.

Boersma noted that 
while notice of the 
public hearing was 
put out on the town 
website, it was not 
distributed through 
the town's Face-
book and Instagram 

accounts.
The administration 

stated that the town 
had provided the re-
quired public notice 
by advertising in the 
local newspaper in 
each of the two weeks 
prior to the public 
hearing, along with 
posting the infor-
mation on the town 
website.

The mayor said he 
would not be in fa-
vour of the third 
reading.

His stance was sup-
ported by Councillor 
Stephen Dafoe on a 
similar basis.

"I cannot support 
third reading this 
evening," he said.

He added, "I un-
derstand the urgency 
of this and am very 
supportive of this 
[development]." 

Dafoe then asked 
the mayor if he would 
call a special meeting 

of council to give a 
third reading, which 
Boersma said he 
would do.

The motion to give 
third reading to the 
bylaw was then vot-
ed on and did not 
receive unanimous 
consent, with Anhe-
liger, St. Denis and 
White in favour, and 
Boersma, Dafoe and 
Councillor Rebecca 
Balanko opposed.

The special meet-
ing of council to deal 
with the third read-
ing was then set for 
Tuesday, July 18.

Continued from page 1

Funded by the Government of Canada and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’  
Green Municipal Fund. Administered by Alberta Municipalities. *Some conditions apply.

The Clean Energy Improvement Program is a flexible way to pay for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects. With competitive interest rates and convenient repayment 
through your property taxes. You can even access $1,350 in incentives for participating. 

NNooww  aacccceeppttiinngg  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss!! 

myCEIP.ca/Sturgeon

Or call 1-888-506-9996

Your career ad at  
www.morinvillepress.com

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper
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From April through 
June 2023, Fort Air 
Partnership (FAP) 
recorded 12,716 hours 
of air monitoring 
data for use in calcu-
lating the Air Quality 
Health Index (AQHI) 
at seven stations in 
our Airshed.

Summary of 
Exceedances

There were 544 
one-hour exceed-
ances of the Alberta 
Ambient Air Quality 
Objectives (AAAQO) 
and 88 exceedances 
of the 24-hour ob-
jective in the second 
quarter of 2023. 

The increased 
number of high and 
very-high-risk AQHI 
hours resulted from 
wildfire smoke and 
summertime smog 
in the FAP Airshed. 
Wildfire smoke in-
creased the amount 
of fine particulate 
matter in our Air-
shed, especially from 
May 16-25 and June 

8-14, but also on June 
2-3 and June 16. Re-
gional meteorologi-
cal conditions (which 
led to smog forma-
tion) resulted in a 
24-hour fine partic-
ulate matter exceed-
ance on April 1. 

There were 494 
one-hour exceed-
ances of fine particu-
late matter caused by 
wildfire smoke. There 
were also 46 one-
hour exceedances of 
ozone levels caused 
by wildfire smoke 
and/or summertime 
smog, three one-
hour exceedances of 
benzene with an un-
determined source, 
and one one-hour 
exceedance of hy-
drogen sulphide with 
an undetermined 
source. 

Air quality mea-
surements are com-
pared continuous-
ly to both one and 
24-hour AAAQOs. 
An exceedance of an 

AAAQO is reported to 
the Alberta Govern-
ment, and the likely 
cause of the exceed-
ance is investigated.

For an online ver-
sion of this news re-
lease, click here. 

For more details: 
April to June 2023 air 
monitoring report.

FAP has ten con-
tinuous air monitor-
ing stations in and 
around Alberta’s 
Industrial Heart-
land. The AQHI 
and near real-time 
data for every sub-
stance at every sta-
tion are available at 
fortair.org. Infor-
mation about FAP 
is also available by 
calling 1-800-718-
0471. FAP’s moni-
toring and reporting 
on substances that 
affect air quality is 
transparent, guided 
by a scientific advi-
sory group and driv-
en by national and 
provincial standards. 

A spotted sandpiper (Actitis macularius) flies over Heritage Lake on Sunday, July 8. 
The small shorebird, closely related to the common sandpiper, is 7 to 8 inches in length 
with a wingspan of 14 to 16 inches. – Stephen Dafoe Photo

WEDNESDAYS
5:00 pm – 7:30 pm

At the 
GIBBONS CURLING RINK

Contact: Candice  780-239-4282

 

Email: gibbonsfarmermarketmanager@gmail.com

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE
STURGEON RIVER AG SOCIETY

New Vendors
Welcome
   

 

5274 51 Street
Mayerthorpe, Alberta T0E1N0

$11,900

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

MLS® Number: A2057886

SERVICED RESIDENTIAL LOT WITH BACK ALLEY , CAN 
ACCOMMODATE A MOBILE HOME. ADJACENT LOT IS 
ALSO AVAILABLE IF DESIRED. NICE QUIET RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD. (27771977)

Wildfire smoke and summertime smog 
lead to higher Air Quality Health Index 
(AHQI) ratings from April to June 2023 

Hours monitored Low-risk AQHI Moderate-risk AQHI High-risk AQHI Very-high risk AQHI

14,783 11,520 2,485 453 325 
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SOLD

www.cdnres.com / info@cdnres.com / 780-961-3500
Edmonton Area for over 30 years

Proudly serving clients in Edmonton and the Greater

Follow us on For market updates and more

IT’S A SIGN!

Rene's Vacuum Service Inc.
• Vacuum Trucks
• Septic Tanks / Holding Tanks
• Sumps / Car Washes / Pits
• Hydro-Vac Excavation
• Portable Toilet Rental
• Grease Traps
• Steam / Pressure Washer

www.renesvacuum.com   |  office@renesvacuum.com

Sturgeon County
780-961-3064

St. Albert
780-460-8200

Westlock
780-349-2711

Contact Shauna  for advertising at 780-222-2016 or email morinvillepress@gmail.com

www.putnamlawllp.ca

Real Estate | Wills & Estates | Family Law | Corporate

PH: 780-939-2001 • FAX: 780-939-6105
9702- 100 Street,  Morinville,  AB T8R 1G3

See website for details

587-764-0119 • www.pfys.ca

SELF-STORAGESELF-STORAGE

25% off a new rental 
for 4 months

Valid May-August 2023

SUMMER 
CHANGEOVER

 BUSINESS AND  
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Dr. Darren Romanowski &
Dr. Dave Yuen  General Dentists
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BIG REACH
SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free 

in the Redwater Review. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/each. 
Deadline: Friday 2 p.m.   Phone 780-222-2016   E-mail: morinvillepress@gmail.com.

BULLS

REGISTERED RED 
ANGUS BULLS 1 & 2 year 
old quiet easy calving 
(58-86 lbs birth weights, 
high calving ease scores) 
bulls with great wws & 
lots of length and grow-
wth from 5 herd sires. 
Epds avail & guaranteed 
breeders. Selling qual-
ity bulls for heifers & 
cows since 1992. Open 
heifers avail. Cleve-
ley Cattle Company 
780-689-2754.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR 
OUR 2023 AUCTION PRO-
GRAM: Rifles, Shotguns, 
Handguns, Antiques, Militar-
ia, Collections, Estates, Single 
Items. For Auction, or Possible 
Purchase: Toll-Free 1-800-
694-2609, Email Us @ sales@

switzersauction.com or Visit 
Us @ www.switzersauction.
com.

Employment 
Opportunities

GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds or Val-
ue Ads reach over 600,000 
Alberta readers weekly. Two 
options starting at $269 or 
$799 to get your message out! 
Auctions, Employment Oppor-
tunities, Feed and Seed, For 
Sale, etc. People are increas-
ingly staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers for in-
formation. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 80 plus Weekly 
Community Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now or 
email classifieds@awna.com 
for details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 X225. www.
awna.com.

Copyright: No material - news, graphics or 
advertising may be reproduced without the 
written permission of the publisher. Failure 
to obtain consent may result in legal action. 
Advertising is accepted on the condition 
that, in the event of a typographical error, 
that portion of the advertisement occupied 
by the erroneous item will not be charged 
for, but the balance of the advertisement 
will be paid for at the applicable rate. The 
publisher reserves the right to accept or re-
fuse any or all material whether editorial or 
advertising submitted for publication, and 
maintains the right to exercise discretion in 
these matters. All material submitted is ac-
cepted on the understanding that it may also 
be posted to the internet in a digital form of 
the newspaper or supporting information.

Like us on our new

www.morinvillepress.com

www.facebook.com/The-Free-Press

Facebook page

Visit us at:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EQUIP-
MENT IS HIRING: Parts Tech-
nicians, Service Managers, Ag-
riculture & Heavy Equipment 
Techs - Journeyman, Apprentices 
and Sales roles. View Open Roles 
www.rockymtn.com/careers. Pos-
sible Relocation and Signing Bonus 
Offered.

PART TIME CASHIER required 
at the Spring Creek Golf Course, 
$15 per hour. Located 2 miles 
south of Bon Accord. Contact Tom 
at 780 974 4245.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buy-
ing Oats, Barley, Wheat, Canola, 
Peas, Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or Spring 
Thresh. Prompt Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excreta Cleaning. 
Vac Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - 
Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, Bugs, 
Spring Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Canola. "On Farm 
Pickup". Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

GARAGE SALE
HUGE MULTI FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE in Bon Accord area July 27, 

28, 29, 30 from 9am to 7pm. Es-
tate items, collectables, 9ft culti-
vator, harrows, barrels, blue mtn 
pottery, canival glass paintings, 
singer sewing machine, over 100 
ty beanie babies, over 1000 items 
for sale. Must see. 24025 TWP RD 
564.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions caus-
ing TROUBLE WALKING or 
DRESSING? The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for $3,000 year-
ly tax credit and $30,000 lump 
sum refund. Take advantage of 
this offer. Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Real Estate
LOOKING TO INVEST IN 
REAL ESTATE to accommodate 
the College/University Student 
in your family? •Edmonton •Red 
Deer •Calgary •Lethbridge. Call/ 
Text/ Email Dan Rizzoli at Maxwell 
Devonshire Realty 780-940-6508; 
drizzoli@maxwellrealty.ca.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing loss? 

Travel/business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: Criminal 
Pardon. US entry waiver. Record 
purge. File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. www.
accesslegalmjf.com.

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? Need 
Money? We Lend! If you own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB. 
1-877-987-1420. www.pioneer-
west.com.

Private mortgage lender. All 
real estate types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick ap-
proval. Toll free 1-866-405-1228 
www.firstandsecondmortgages.ca

Wanted
BUYING LARGE AMOUNTS 
OF COINS & COIN COLLEC-
TIONS! Purchasing ENTIRE 
COLLECTIONS & accumula-
tions. Also buying bullion, jew-
elry, scrap, nuggets, sterling, gold, 
silver, platinum, estate collections 
+++ TODD 250-864-3521

STANDING HAY. Cash/crop-
share 780-699-8873.

Theresa Yvonne Cooper 
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From left: Princess Emilia, Morinville Community Library 
summer student Ryenn, and Isabelle the Dragon play a 
little chess during the library’s Summer Reading Program 
activities on Monday night.  – Stephen Dafoe Photo 

Continued from page 1
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Shauna at 780-222-2016 

or email morinvillepress@gmail.com
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Bank of Canada betting 
on slower growth

By ATB  
Financial Team

Last week’s 
Bank of Canada 
interest rate de-
cision—a 0.25 
percentage point 
increase to 5%—
was accompanied 
by a fresh set of 
growth projec-
tions for the Ca-
nadian economy. 
The Bank does 
this every second 
rate announce-
ment, or once a quarter. 

According to the July edi-
tion of the Monetary Poli-
cy Report (MPR), Canada’s 
economy has been outper-
forming the Bank’s expec-
tations. Consumers, in par-
ticular, have been resilient 
spenders in the face of high-
er interest rates. Projected 
real GDP growth in 2023 was 
revised up to 1.8% (from 1.4% 
in April) thanks to a stron-
ger-than-expected first half 

of the year.
The Bank expects consum-

ers will slow their spending 
while exporters face weaker 
demand over the next year. 
As such, growth will moder-
ate to  an average of about 1% 
over the second half of 2023 
and first half of 2024.

In other words, the fore-
cast is for sluggish growth 
over the next 12 months, but 
thankfully not an outright 
recession.

On an annual ba-
sis, the Bank ex-
pects the Canadian 
economy to expand 
by 1.2% next year.

These low num-
bers will, if things 
go as expected, 
be followed by a 
healthier annu-
al growth rate in 
2025 of around 
2.4% (the 10-year 
average set before 
the pandemic was 
2.3%).

At 1.8%, the Bank 
of Canada’s forecast for US 
economic growth in 2023 is 
the same as Canada’s, but 
this will be followed by an 
anemic 0.6% in 2024 and 
only 1.4% in 2025.

It’s a similar story for 
the global economy, with 
growth slowing next year as 
tight monetary policy re-
stricts demand followed by 
an uptick in 2025 as the neg-
ative effects of higher inter-
est rates wane.

• 752,000 tons aggregate $1,999,000

THIS DOCTORS SELLS FARMS AND ACREAGES.

780-233-6398

34 CARLETON DR
Sturgeon View Estates 2.32 acres

DR. SHARON RYAN

54302 Rge Rd 263 

Twp Rd. 543 and Rge Rd 263

GRAVEL PROPERTIES

• 1967 sq. ft , 2-storey with 4 bedrooms
• Fully dvp basement
• Oversized double garage PLUS WORKSHOP
• SPECTACULAR VIEW OF STURGEON VALLEY

• 1.2 million tons aggregate 
• Walkout bungalow
• Shop with yard
• Backing onto Sturgeon River

$669,900

$3,250,000

and has a panic but-
ton that can operate 
anywhere via GPS. 

"The [central sys-
tem] hub gives you 
access to the app. 
You can have 200 
users from that hub, 
and you can also put 
200 different devic-
es on that hub," Bo-
kenfohr explained. 
"Once you have the 
app, you have the 
controls to turn the 
system on and off. 
There is also a built-
in panic button. No 
matter where you 
happen to be, you 
can push that panic 
button and even in 
a separate town or 

city, it will actually 
show you where you 
are within roughly a 
metre of accuracy. 

Bokenfohr sees 
the panic button 
feature as beneficial 
in rural settings if 
someone is lost in a 
snowstorm or farm-
ers in the field. 

The app allows 
the systems to be 
self-monitored by 
the owner, neigh-
bours, and friends, 
but the compa-
ny also offers 
monitoring. 

Essential to the 
system is the hub 
unit, which Boken-
fohr says is about 
$350. From there, 
consumers would 

need a couple of 
door contacts, usu-
ally at least one in-
door motion sen-
sor with a built-in 
camera that takes 
rapid snapshots  
on movement. Ad-
ditional system 
units include flood 
sensors, indoor 
air quality/carbon 
monoxide sensors, 
outdoor motion 
cameras, and other 
items. 

"The system is 
robust because it 
is leaning towards 
home automa-
tion," Bokenfohr 
explained, noting 
scenarios can be 
created with the 
product, including 

self-arming if the 
system is not acti-
vated by a typical 
time. "It will au-
to-arm and give you 
the notification." 

The system also 
has temperature 
sensors, allowing 
system owners to 
set thresholds and 
receive alerts if tem-
peratures drop be-
low or rise above set 
limits. The system's 
flood sensor can 
turn off the own-
er's waterline when 
tripped. Further de-
tails on the product 
line can be found 
at https://www.
mmcisafety.com or 
wayne@mmcisafe-
ty.com. 


